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Istidaa mentality overcomes 
administrative reform 


New recruit Doesn't know about the istidaa 
system yet?! 


on 


Jordan 


By a Star Staff Writer 

istrvor nmi?i 5 L?ii lh 3 Jo u rdanian government min- 
i b0 ^ y K y0U haVC 10 bc - in wi,h o w rii- 
i« . pel, “ on ‘ 11131 s how you gel thing* Maned in 

nr^an^'(| r °^ “ sim P le re, 5 uest lo renew a passport 
dolfor SS?? C D ard t0 „ launchin & 3 multi-million 
npil? r P r °J ect - Regardless of the nature of your 
needs, personal or otherwise, you have to suppli¬ 
cate and petition the minister, the judge or 


whoever is in charge. 

This isiiduu. :is it is called in Arabic, has heemne 
a fundamental part of Jordan's nourishing hurcau- 
cray. Thai is because everything that has lo do with 
a citizen ends up in a tile somewhere. It is also a 
reflection of the ccntury-old mentality dating hack 
to the mighty Ottoman Empire: the .suhjeu suppli¬ 
cates. while the government dispenses with peti¬ 
tions in an orderly fashion. 


Decades of institutionalizing the istidaa have 11 
made it a pillar of the civil service routine in Jor- 1} 
dan. a bedrock of public administration as we 
understand it. 

TThat*s why one finds sitting before government 
unices distinguished-looking men. young and old. 

leaning against dilapidated desks. with^oM-beai^n 
up typewriters, exhausted carbon jrSp^TmerfiaNy ^ 

Contjfij§Rl on pagJ £-*’T 
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Security talks resume P.~~ 

but Ross fails to put 
process back on track 
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Albright plans first trip to region 
before the end of August 


W&h fry, y. .>• 


After meeting Netanyahu in Aqaba 

King warns of 
dangerous moment 
for the region 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israeli and Palestinian security 
officials have agreed to hold 
regular, substantive meetings 
that US envoy Dennis Ross 
said Tuesday he hopes will 
lead to a resumption of wider 
peace talks. 

In three days of mediation. 
Ross, nearing the end of an 
emergency mission to help sal¬ 
vage the battered peace pro¬ 
cess. pressed leaders on both 
sides to use their security ties, 
to put full negotiations back 
on track. 


upbeat" about his progress in 
trying to restore broad-based 
security cooperation, the firs! 
step in a new US peace 
initiative. 

In Washington, a Stale 
Department spokesman said a 
positive report from Ross on 
his talks has increased the 
likelihood that Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright will 
make her first negotiating trip 
to the region soon. 

The difficulties of Ross’ 
task were much in evidence 
Tuesday. In Jerusalem and 
RaxnaLtah, Israeli and Palestin- 


Ross and other US officials, .ian officials traded accusations 
.who declined to offer further'_©f mutual intransigence. And 
details on the new 


in Nablus on the West Bank, 
thousands of Palestinians held 
an angry demonstration to 
protest US and Israeli pressure 
on Arafat to clamp down on 
militants, and to criticize 
severe Israeli sanctions 
imposed since the July 30 
bombing. The demonstrators 
burned effigies of Ross and 
Netanyahu. 

David Bar-Man, a senior 
aide to Netanyahu, accused 
Palestinian security leaders of 
withholding information from 
Israel about the Jerusalem 
attack, which killed 14 people | 

Continued on page 3 i 


THERE SHE GOES: Ground crew members roll the Sanyo Blimp out onto the run¬ 
way at Montgomery Field in San Diego. California, last week , for its first official 
flight after the contract was signed by Sanyo and The Lightship Group, who owns 
and operates the airship. It will be based at Brown Field, which is also in San Diego. 
(Feature Photo Service) 


details on toe new 
framework for secur¬ 
ity meetings, cau¬ 
tioned that hard evi¬ 
dence of the mission's 
success may not be 
clear for days or even 
weeks. Emerging 
from an evening 
meeting with Palestin¬ 
ian leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat. Ross said the 
security discussions 
must produce some¬ 
thing concrete, and 
soon. 

“We are taking a 
step in the right direc¬ 
tion, but there is still a 
lot of work to be 
done.” Ross said after 
separate meetings 
with Arafat in the 
West Bank city of 
Ramallah and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu in 
Jerusalem. “We need 
to see results." 

Ross is pushing the 
two sides to work 
together to find out 
who sent two suicide 
bombers to Jerusa¬ 
lem's central produce 
market last month, 
and then to move to 
wider issues, includ¬ 
ing Israel's demand 
that the Palestinians 
arrest about 230 mem¬ 
bers of militant 

organizations. 

The envoy, accord¬ 
ing to Americans 
working with him. has 
been “relatively 


Lurie’s NewsCartoon 



After two weeks, identity of 
marketplace sucide bombers 
remains a mystery 


"No one has ewer made me look this good, Mr. Bibi!" 

, ' h ™,- Dasorte eommticn charges, security proNems and imrofist bombings, Arafat Is 

catf ass** Neianyahirt retatatfons and hareli sanctions.) 


By Ann LoLordo 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
The remains of two men lay 
_ tagged . and. ^numbered . in u 
freezer at Israel's state morgue 
in Jaffa. Anonymous but infa¬ 
mous in death, they are the sui¬ 
cide bombers who killed 14 
people Iqsl month in a Jerusa¬ 
lem market. 

For 12 days now. the bomb¬ 
ers’ identities have eluded 
Israeli security officials. It's a 
mystery with serious implica¬ 
tions for the peace process— 
because identifying Lhe bomb¬ 
ers may show whether outside 
forces are trying to sabotage 
the Middle East peace process, 
and whether the Palestinian 
Authority is taking all possihle 
measures to slop such attacks. 

From the start, investigators 
found a confusing assortment 
of clues. 

Within hours of the bomb¬ 
ing. the Islamic fundamentalist 
group known as Hamas said it 
was responsible for the vio¬ 
lence. But investigators ques¬ 
tioned the authenticity of lhe 
claim. 

What is left of the bomhers 
is their upper torsos, their 
heads and their laces. A 
makeup artist touched up the 
faces so photographs could be 


circulated and telet ised. 

Wiih the help of the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority, the photographs 
were circulated in the West 
Bank and Ga/a Bui no one 
stepped forward lo identify the 
bombers. 

If the bombers were Palestin¬ 
ian and carried Israeli identifi¬ 
cation cards, an identification 
might have been possible. But 
Shmellzer said Israel is still 
computerizing its bank of iden¬ 
tity cards. 

Investigators also retrieved 
fingerprints from the two sus¬ 
pects. II lhe bombers had ever 
been arrested hv Israeli authori¬ 
ties. their fingerprints would 
have been found in a djta 
search. But no match was 
found. 

The most curious finding, 
according to Shmellzer. was 
that the labels in the suspects' 
t iothes had heen torn out. Cou¬ 
pled with the laci that Jordanian 
money wjs found with lhe 
bombers, it suggested the sus¬ 
pects came from abroad. 

Bui many Palestinians have 
lamilx in Jordan and iravel 
there. Money changers in Jeru¬ 
salem have Jordanian currency, 
and the currency circulates 
freely in the West Bank. 

At firsi. invesiieaiors thouahi 


the bombers were two Palestin¬ 
ian youths who had been miss¬ 
ing from their West Bank vil¬ 
lage for months. Blood tests 
from family members proved 
the theory false. Investigators 
returned to their search. 

Meanwhile. Palestinian offi¬ 
cials suggested that the respon¬ 
sible parly might be not Hamas 


By a Star Staff Writer 

AQABA—Jordan appeared to be making headway in its efforts to 
persuade Israel to ease off a two-week-old closure of the Palestin¬ 
ian territories and resume peace negotiations. 

His Majesty King Hussein described his meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu on Wednesday in Aqaba as 
fruitful. 

Officials dose to the Jordanian side appeared hopeful lhai the 
King was able to convince the Israeli prime minister of the urgent 
need to contain the current crisis. They Jordanian mediation ef¬ 
forts are likely to continue, encouraged by the results of Wednes¬ 
day's talks, which were attended by high-level officials from both 
sides. 

Observers said there were encouraging signs that Israel was 
about to reverse some of its punitive measures against Palestinians 
taken after two suicide bombers blew themselves up in a West Je¬ 
rusalem busy market last month killing 14 Israelis and injuring 
hundreds. 

Netanyahu admitted that the identity of the two bombers re¬ 
mained elusive and he hinted that the two men could indeed have 
come from abroad. 

Jordan will convey some ideas to the Palestinian side within the 
coming two days, one source told The Star, the Jordanian source 
said the Israeli side appeared to be willing to lift its measures once 
they are convinced that the Palestinians had responded to their se¬ 
curity demands. 

In a press conference held at the end of the talks, the King 
warned against a minority who are against peace on both sides and 
who arc attempting to force their agenda on the region. 

The Aqaba meeting took place after a week of intensive diplo¬ 
matic activity that included a visit by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an to West Jerusalem last Wednesday and a current 
mission by US Middle East envoy Dennis Ross. 

The King warned that the region is going through a ' dangerous 
moment", but added that he considers the Israeli prime minister as 
“a partner for peace" 

The King said he will convey the results of his meeting with 
Netanyahu to the Palestinians and the Americans. 

On his part Netanyahu repeated the Israel's concern for its se¬ 
curity and its "battle against those extreme elements are that upset 
the peace.” He said he would like to see a high degree of commit¬ 
ment from the Palestinian side to “fight and discourage terrorism." 

"The measures which we have been forced to take as a result of 
the recent tragedy in Jerusalem are meant to assure security and 
not to act in any way against die Palestinian people." Netanyahu 


Continued on page 2 


Continued on page 3 


Khatami’s new cabinet signals 
political opening, experts say 


By Robin Wright 

WASH INGTON—Iranian 
President Mohammed Kha¬ 
tami's appointment of techno¬ 
crats. independents and prag¬ 
matists to his new Cabinet 
Tuesday is viewed by US 
experts as a first step in creat¬ 
ing a more open climate in 
Iran—and eventually even a 
thaw in relations with the 
Untied States. 

But the Clinton administra¬ 
tion said Tuesday it awaits 
"results, results, results" before 
passing judgment on the new 


Di and Dodi are likely to become 
talk of town from now on 
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the dobe Establishment family. The Fay- 

W Thenews this morning eds arc outsiders who have 
■ ^ Brirish labloids. one of been trying unsuccessfully for 
m the Bnns " Diana. 36 years lo become insiders, meet- 
which quoted • . , rejection from those 


Be fP 


too is an heir, not 

Charles. He, too. is^ ^ 


ro the ^ 7 ; Harrods. the 
money - sttSk which makes 




j - -yt 


^'1^1 


depart*** store, -- 

money. c-u«L 41. 

H * magnate 

financier, r®" r wgauufui 
and aficionado of 


W telling friends that 

“it’s time I started 
w.jH gening a life" and 

|&§§* ■ that Fayed "is the 

WjBff man who will take me 

out of one world into 

•jT t another. I w* 51 him-* 
I -■ L think he can provide 
everything 1 neetf 
("Telling fnends. 

incidentally, is generally the 
Se hero for 

bribed as^deeply in love,” 
indeed “besotted" with love for 

Fayed, . - Diana 

ufealthv as he is, *'“* 
coridm* have chosen a less 


ing only rejection from those 
who control admission, 

Dodi’s Egyptian-born father, 
Mohamed. bought Harrods in 
1985 only after a battle with the 
British government, which 
charged that he and his brothers 
had “dishonestly represented 
their origins, their wealth, and 
their business interests” Ever 
since, though Mohamed Fayed 
has lived in Britain more than 
30 years, the government has 
refused to grant him British cit¬ 
izenship, for reasons it has 
aSver stated- 

On the other hand, various 
government ministers and 


members of parliament have 
been happy to take his money 
and his gifts, in exchange for 
various parliamentary services. 
Bitter about his rejection. 
Fayed helped bring down the 
Conservative government of 
Prime Minister John Major— 
not that much help was 
needed—by revealing those 
payments to newspapers Iasi 
year. 

Princess Diana met Dodi 
through his father, who is close 
to members of her family, the 
Spencers, and they have been 
acquaintances for 10 years. 
Only in recent days have Dodi 
and Di been linked romanti- 


Continued on page 2 



Tehran regime. TT 

State Department 
spokesman Jamie 
Rubin repeated a 
longstanding US 
offer of an uncon¬ 
ditional dialogue 
and said Washing¬ 
ton is “watching 
very carefully'’ for 
policy shifts on 
Iran’s opposition to 
the Mideast peace 
process, on its 
efforts ro acquire 
weapons of mass |IJj§Pjtfi 
destruction and on 
its support for . 

extremists. W ^ 

In an interesting 
twist that parallels ; T*" 
the rise of former 
UN Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright 
to the top of the US 
foreign policy com- Khatami 
munity, Iran has 
lapped its long- 
serving UN ambassador, Kama] 
Kharrazi, as the new foreign 
minister. Albright had no for¬ 
mal dialogue with Kharrazi in 
New York, but as peers at the 
world body the two envoys did 
"know" each other, Rubin said. 

Kharrazi, whose resume lists 
a doctorate in education from 
the University of Houston, was 
also a centra] figure in dealings 
between UN hostage negotiator 
Giandomenico Picco and Teh¬ 
ran during the successful 1990- 
91 push to win release of the 
last American and European 
hostages held by pro-Iranian 
miliUas in Lebanon, according 
to Iranian and US sources. An 
Iranian source called him one 
of the "architects” of the effort. 

Among Iranian diplomats, 





Kharrazi is “the person most 
experienced in the way the 
world works," said a well- 
placed US official. "He is also 
Westem-savvy if not Western- 
oriented." 

Like many in rhe new Ira¬ 
nian cabinet, who still face con¬ 
firmation in parliament. Khar¬ 
razi is a hard-working official 
whose "open-minded” and 
“realistic” views contrast with 
the dogmatic and often provoc¬ 
ative rhetoric of other officials, 
said an Iranian analyst who 
knows the new officials. 

"Kharrazi is generally low- 
key and cautious. But if he’s 
convinced that something 
serves the national interests, 1 


Continued on page 2 
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Oriental gift shops of 
Amman carry onlooker 
to another age 


By Kofi Attah 

Special 10 The Star 

JORDAN IS a treasure trove for handi¬ 
crafts. These represent the essence of what 
is traditional and valuable in a society. 
Indeed many street shops today exhibit 
what is best of the past. Especially for tour¬ 




ists, these little shops are a goldmine to 
learn about the hand icrafts and handmade 
industry in the country. 

Luckily, Jordan like the rest of the Arab 
world haj a good number of talented arti¬ 
sans. painters, pottery makers, sculptors, 
glass-makers and quitters. 

There are plenty of these side shops in . 
downtown Amman, some 
actually engage in handicraft- 
making while others only sell 
them. 

However, all are glad to 
help promote Jordan in this 
unique Geld. 

To discover the magnifi¬ 
cence, the treasure and the 
warmth of Ionian and its 
crafts work, a short walk 
downtown- will give you a 
firsthand look at traditional 
folklore. 

The “Essa Mda’ena Orien¬ 
tal Souvenir Shop” was estab¬ 
lished 20 years ago when Mr 
Essa Mohammed Mda'ana. a 
hide and skin dealer, decided 
to promote Jordan’s Arab- 
Islamic crafts through rugs, 
carpets and quilts. He put his 
golden ideas to work, not only 
promoting Iordan's arts and 
crafts but also in contributing 
his bit to reducing unemploy¬ 
ment by engaging the sendees 
of local artisans, especially the 
womenfolk. 

Mda'ana now employs a 
dozen people and several 


women who weave and knit at home on a 
contract basis in Madeba. “We are really 
dedicated to our job. We want to export Jor¬ 
dan through rugs and carpets” Mda'ana 
said. 

His work includes distinctly patterned 
Middle East pillows, prayer nigs, carpets 
and soft bags in deep rich color. “I love col¬ 
ors, I love what I do here,” Mda'ana, in a 
soft tone, revealed. Some of his attractive 
carpets are found in the Ka'ba at the AJ 
Harem mosque in Mecca AI Mukaramah. 
and in European homes through his French 
and British customers. 

The best of oriental carpets, hand woven 
woolen bags of high quality can cost from 
JD 5 up to JD 100. 

King Talai Street may be noisy, yet it is 
here where the real thing happens, as it is 
lined with street shops, bazaars, coffee 
shops etc. For mm>y Jordanians and most 
tourists, the reahayxaai with Amman is on 
informal, carefretNqtroii where looking 
around gift shops becohnes irresistible. This 
is the case with the little but cosy "At Faiha 
Bazaar which is run by a dynamic young 
Jordanian, Musa Al Zoughoul. The Bazaar 
displays what can be taken home from Jor¬ 
dan. A small shop with plenty of oriental 
souvenirs ranging from Alsaif. the Arab 
sword in copper or gold plated, and a sym¬ 
bol of a glorious part, to the scale model 
bedouin home of all sizes decorated with 
Arab inspired designs, dresser minors 
framed in guilted squares. 

Al Faiha Bazaar attracts American. Bel¬ 
gian and English tourists, daily. Al Zou¬ 
ghoul, the young and dynamic manager 



Downtown Amman could be tke tourists haring ground 


who created the bazaar five years ago says 
“its a source of pride-to sell-gifts and 
mementos of your heritage to the world. 
You know Arabs arc rich in culture.” Al 
Faiha is in the heart of King Talai Street 

A few meters away is Bazaar Al Shami 
that has a rich concentration of oriental 
gifts with ancient and rare Jordanian handi¬ 
crafts. Hookahs , made from the best glass, 
with its long tube to draw smoke, along 
with its psychedelic pattern, is a wonder 
for any watcher. 

On sale too is a variety of handmade 
Near East metal, silver, leather and wooden 
items that can only be described as capti¬ 
vating. One of those reflects the sand glass 
horn Aqaba together with designs of'ani- . 
trials and other images. 

“I try to do things a tittle different from 
others" Mr Firas Al Shami, the owner 
declared. Other gift items include Arab 
classic musical instruments such as lutes 
and traditional drums with a modem touch. 

If you hate the noisy crowd, about two 
or three kilometers away from the bustling ' 
pedestrian on King Tain) Street you will 
get to Jabal Luweibdeh. Not far from the 
French Cultural Center you can walk into a 


real world of Arab oriental souvenirs. 

-• “Khayyam Bazaar offers the visitor a wide 

- variety of prestigious and; high class souve¬ 
nirs, all under one roof. Rugs, cushions 

■ hand blown glass, silver jewelry from 
Morocco, Iraq, Egypt arid Jordan are' all 
there. In short everything from the Arab 
world can be admired at a glance. 

Tm very functional" says the gentle 
and soft spoken manager of the bazaar. 
The shop has over 60 different items 
including hand blown glass. Mr Taysir 
Zeinab says “the trade of hand blown glass 
dates as far back as 2000 years ago." You 

- can wander at the sight of camels carved 
from durable olive trees, raffia trays from 
Jordanian villages and copper trays from 
Syria and Morocco. Unique handcrafted 
Egyptian, silver ornaments and seashelis’ 
carvings with inscription of verses from 
the Koran are also available. 

The bazaar was established in 1960 to 
assist gift-givers find “the riches of the 
Arab world in a twinkling of an eye" says 
Mr Zeinab. ■ 


Istidoa mentality overcomes 
administrative reform 


Continued from page 1 

revenue stamps and other 
office trinkets. They are usu¬ 
ally located under an 
umbrella, a tree or near an 
electricity source: some offer 
photocopy and telephone ser¬ 
vices. These are the istidoa 
writers; successors to the 
famous Egyptian scribes of 
.ancient times. ■ •*■.. / - 

These scribes make a living 
out of their very mobile 
offices by catering to hordes 
of citizens who need some¬ 
thing or Lhe other from offi¬ 
cialdom. They come to suppli¬ 
cate, petition and plead with 
the government to bestow on 
them something that is very 
much their legal and constitu¬ 
tional right as citizens. This is 
port of the patronage mentality 
that still survives today. The 
scribes are needed by all, illit¬ 
erate and literate people alike. 
For only they know their way 
into the bureaucratic wilder¬ 
ness. Only they know how to 


forward a petition, who to 
address it to and what docu¬ 
ments to attach to it. Only they 
know how much revenue 
stamps you should paste on the 
petition paper and whether you 
should stick it on or just 
enclose it with your 
supplication. 

Supplication is euphemism 
-for .an application form. One 
can understand that four or 
five or six decades ago govern¬ 
ments could not bring them-" 
selves to print application 
forms to hand out to citizens in 
order to process their requests 
faster and easier. 

Even the advent of modern 
technologies, tike the com¬ 
puter, the photocopier, the fax 
and the printing press, could 
not dislodge the good-old fully 
manual istidaa system. Suppli¬ 
cate you must. 

When the new Palace of 
Justice was opened only few 
weeks ago, it was though: that, 
in addition to the new build¬ 
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ings, the government will 
introduce a new administrative 
system to deal with the public. 
It was believed that the gov¬ 
ernment will do away with the 
scribes and introduce the form 
system, where one is handed a 
form for a particular need or 
request and all the citizen has 
to do is to fill in the informa¬ 
tion and enclose copies of the 
required documents. 

But not so. In fact the gov¬ 
ernment was able to create a 
hybrid system resulting from 
the “arranged" marriage of 
both systems. Now one has to 
hand in the good-old istidaa, 
improvised by one’s good self 
since no scribes are allowed 
near the new Palace of Justice, 
before he is given the neces¬ 
sary forms to fill in! So in 
effect now, one's istidaa is an 
unnecessary formality, a pre- 
qualification step to determine 
if one is eligible to receive the 
primed application or form. 

So far the istidaa mentality 
has survived the computer age 
and various administrative 
reforms to become ready to be 
ushered into the 21st century. 
Meanwhile, we continue to 
supplicate, petition and plead! 


After two 
sucide 

Continued from page 1 

I but Hezbollah, an Islamic 
group that wages a guerrilla 
war against Israel from south¬ 
ern Lebanon. 

As evidence, Jibril Rajoub. 
one of the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity's top security officials, cited 
the case of a Hezbollah opera¬ 
tive injured when a bomb he' 
was assembling- exploded in 
East Jerusalem in May 1996. - 

Arafat, in a; televised inter¬ 
view. also pointed a finger at 
Hezbollah. He noted that the 
Hamas leaflet that claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
called for the release of Pales¬ 
tinian prisoners in Israel! jails, 
including kidnapped Hezbollah 
cleric Sheik Abdel Karim 
Obeid. 

“What is the relation of Hez¬ 
bollah with this terrorist activ¬ 
ity unless they were behind it 
or they knew it or they facili¬ 
tated it," Arafat said in rive 
interview with CNN. 

But Prime Minister Netan¬ 
yahu has sought to keep the 
spotlight on Hamas, its network 
West Bank and Gaza and, tan¬ 
gentially, its activities under 
the Palestinian Authority. 

Netanyahu said earlier this 
week there are “more and more 
indications" that Hamas perpe¬ 
trated the suicide bombings. 
But he offered no details and 


weeks, identity of marketplace 
bombers remains a mystery 


acknowledged that the identi¬ 
ties of the bombers remained a 
mystery. 

"It’s still early to say defi¬ 
nitely that Hamas is responsi¬ 
ble for the attacks, but the 
method . of preparation, the 
claims of responsibility and 
other intelligence sources point 
to Hamas." he told the Ameri¬ 
can television network Fox. 
“We don't have any indications. _ 
that Hezbollah is responsible 
for the attack." ... J •. 

David Bar Ilian, an adviser-., 
to Netanyahu, said Tuesday 
that investigators had deter¬ 
mined that “the explosives and 
the materials that they used (in 
the bombing) are identical to 
what has been used by Hamas 
in other operations here." 

Since the bombings, Israel 
has criticized the Palestinian 
Authority for not living up to 
its commitment to combat ter¬ 
rorism. Netanyahu has accused 
the Palestinians of failing to 
crack down on the network of 
Islamic militant groups. 

Arafar vociferously denies 
the charges. 

Marwan Kanafani. a spokes¬ 
man for the Palestinian leader, 
said Tuesday that if the bomb¬ 
ers had come from the West 
Bank or Gaza, their families 
would have stepped forward to 
claim rhem. And,.as is custo¬ 
mary, the families would erect 



a mourning tent. 

A report in an Arabic news¬ 
paper published in Ramallah, 
A I-Ay am. commented on 
another theory—that the bomb¬ 
ers were from two villages near 
the West Bank city of Nablus. 
The newspaper noted that- 
Israeli security forces “didn’t 
do anything against the people 
of the two villages"—none- of 
the expected punitive actions if 
the bombers had been traced 
there. 

Kanafani said the suggestion 
that the bombers came from 


abroad, a statement repeated by 
Arafat, came from Israeli 
security people. 

“We are in the dark," he 
said. “The Israelis did not tell 
us one single thing about the 
incident or their investigation 
except to accuse us of being 
pan of this campaign against 
Israel- 

. "After 12 days, they have no. 
due,” Kanafani. said. ‘The easi¬ 
est thing is to point fingers." ■ 

LA Times-Washingtoa Post 
■ ■ News Service 


Di andDodii . 
are likely to 
become talk 
of town from 
now on 

Continued from page 1 
caHy. starting with photographs 
of father, son and princess 
vacationing aboard the Fayed 
yacht in the Mediterranean. On 
that occasion, Diana held an 
impromptu news conference— 
speedboat to speedboat—with 
photographers and reporters 
tailing her.. during which she 
promised a “surprise” 
announcement 
That was followed over the 
weekend by more photographs 
-showing the princess and 
vacationing together, minus ins 
father. 

All the tabloids had the same 
story—that this was no mere 
friendship but a serious 
romance. It was no coinci¬ 
dence, if the past is any 
guide—simultaneous tabloid 
publication of such Diana sto¬ 
ries generally is orchestrated by 
an authorized “friend" 

■ But only one tabloid, the 
Mirror, quoted her directly, 
though the quote was attributed 
to the "friends” “ T just love 
his gentleness, his kindness and 
his almost dull way of living.’” 
the paper said friends said Di 
said of Fayez. “For someone 
like me, who has lived a gold¬ 
fish-bowl type of existence, Ji 
can’t tell you how comforting 
this is. i tike the way he sends 
flowers. I like the way he con¬ 
duce himself, not only with me 
but with women in general" 

The women in general have 
included a variety of beauties, 
among them Brooke Shields. 
Britt Ekiand, actress Valerie 
Pem'ne. Tina Sinatra and 
American model Suzanne 
Gregard. to whom Fayez was 
married for eight months in 
1986. 

His "dull way of living” 
includes two Ferraris, at least 
one vintage Rolls-Royce; a $23 
million yacht, a Sikorsky heli¬ 
copter, a Gulfstream jet, a cas¬ 
tle in the Scottish Highlol 
and other homes in Switl 
land. New York. Du ( 
Geneva, Genoa and,-of courjL* 
London. Last Thursday nigF 
he reportedly had dinne. 
brought in on silver platters for 
the two of them at. his apart¬ 
ment across from Hyde Park. 

• (His family owns the building, 
along with a slew of other 
buildings in Mayfair, one of the 
world’s most expensive neigh- 

l rbortwods.>She then flew off to 
Bosnia: ta-promote-her ftworitc 

• sulse;v9£ tanr-cm land *mines. 
refusing to comment oh any¬ 
thing but land mines. - 

Dodi Fayed’s primary busi¬ 
ness- is Allied Stars, which 
helps finance movies, including 
"Chariots of Fire" and “Hook" 
Prince Charles. 48. and 
Diana were divorced a year 
ago. Until the Di and Dodi 
story broke, the big royals story 
concerned Charles’s efforts to 
win public acceptance of hK 
relationship with, and possibF 
marriage someday to, Camilla 
Parker Bowles, his longtime 
lover. 

The last bpisode in that saga 
found Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury George Carey saying that 
Camilla's divorce, since her ex- 
husband is not dead, would be 
incompatible with Charles's 
role, were he to .become king, 
as “Supreme Governor” of the 
Church of England. Indeed, he 
said, a Charles-Camilla mar¬ 
riage would cause a “crisis" 

There are no such obstacles 
to a Di-Dodi marriage, should 
the royal soap opera next bend 
that way. ■ 
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Wait tiM open my own university, 
^you’ll be the first admitted 
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MCP to run for elections 

■ As if we didn't know, the National Constitutional Party 

f0r ** w 0vember Parliamentary elections. 
NCP General Secretary Mr Abdel Hadi Al Majali said "we 
are presenting a manifesto that is about the meaning of 
reform and one that sets a departure from sloganeering:' 
The NCP has also launched its mouthpiece. Al Nahda 
weekly newspaper. The paper, which was published last 
week, and quickly taken off the market because the cabinet 
nad^not approved it officially, will resume printing this 

Haddadin calls for closing southern 
crossing 

■ The President of the Travel and Tourism Agents Associ¬ 
ation (TTAA), Lami’ Haddadin. is angry with Israeli 
tourists coming to Jordan via the. southern cross ing point. 
His anger has increased to such an extent that he is now 
calling on the government to dose down the Aqaba-Eilal 
border crossing. At the heart of the problem is that Israeli 
tourists do not benefit the local economy. Haddadin 
believes Israeli tourists come to Jordan for a one-day visit 
to Petra, all expenses paid. He said that Israeli travel agents 
offer Petra as a bargain in their Israeli holiday package 
tours, something that Haddadin says must stop. 

Jerash, moves, moving 

■ More and more people have come to the Jerash Festival 
this year than ever before. The South Theater alone has 
received 50,000 visitors over the duration of the 19-day 
festival. About 10,000 went to the Artemis Steps, the 
Sound and Light received 4000, North Theater 3500 while 
the Main Forum received over 100.000 people. Nowhere 
in the history of the festival have such figures been 
recorded. In his three concerts for example. Iraqi pop star 
Kathim Al Saher was welcomed by 20,000 people. But 
that’s not alL Revenues from concerts in the South Theater 
topped die JD 500,000 mark. 

Another accidental death 

■ We keep asking ourselves; when wilT it ever stop? 

Another accidental shooting happened last week during a 
marriage ceremony. A 26-year-old .was shot dead by a stray 
bullet, fired accidentally byla man sitting right next to him. 
He died as he was mshwLto hospital. Despite die great 
misery snooting baa caused this summer, people remain 
undeterred. Shooting in-the air is likely to continue as a 
traditional way of expressing joy and happiness—but at 
what price? : 

Turn off that light 

■ Prime Minister Abdel Salam Majali has ordered 
government ministries to save energy this summer. In a 
specific instruction, be is ordering government departments 
and public corporations to cut down in their use of 
electricity during office hours. This is in a bid to save 
electricity and make sure that there is no power shortage 
this summer. His instructions are based on a study by the 
National Electricity Co., which states that, because of the 
summer heat wave, demand for electric power had put 
pressure on the company’s generators. The study found 
that demand for electricity reaches its height between 10 in 
the morning and 1 in die afternoon. It shoots up again 
between 7 pm and 10 pm. 

press cooperation 

■ The first Joidanian-Israeli publishing venture is about to 
go off. How well will it be received is anybody's guess. 
However, the publishers are not to be deterred. The first 
Arabic-Hebrew-Enghsh newspaper is to have exciting 
news about the peace process. The founder of the 
newspaper is Mahmood Al Khalili, a retired civil servant 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He told Al Hadath 
weekly that the political newspaper, which will be 
distributed in Jordan, Israel and the self-rule areas will 
promote the peace process. His task will not be an easy 

one. 

Doctors under threat 

■ More than 4000 doctors are Hkely to lose their 
membership in the Doctors’ Association if they don t pay 
^K*ch£s- Officials at the 12,000-m ember association 
«v foai up to 25 percent of doctors have not paid their 
SauTfe« to the Social and Retirwntmt Fund. Iftheylose 
S syndicate card, then their medical license will also be 

suspended. 
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By a Star Staff Writer 
HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
ended about two weeks of spec¬ 
ulations on the fate of the dia¬ 
logue between the government 
and the Islamic opposition. 

Addressing a public rally in 
the Ma'an govemorate last 
Tuesday, the King urged the Is¬ 
lamic Brotherhood, who decid¬ 
ed to boycott 1997 general 
elections, to reassess their 
stance and join efforts with oth¬ 
er political parties to participate 
in the elections in the spirits of 
the national interests. 

The King launched a long 
awaited signal to start dialogue 
between his government and 
his historical allies, the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

King Hussein stressed that 
“the door for dialogue is open 
and it has never been slammed 
in the face of anyone, particu¬ 
larly Islamist groups which de¬ 
veloped and thrived in the care 
of the late King Abdullah Ben 
Al Hussein, the founder of the 
Kingdom.” 

Pointing to Islamists, he said 
"they have had honorable 
stands which we can never 
deny or foiget, and we hope 
they will participate in the com¬ 
ing elections.” 

Political observers over the 
last few weeks were over¬ 
whelmed with what can be de¬ 
scribed as a crisis between the 
government and the Islamists 
who intend to boycott 1997 
parliamentary elections. What 
worsened the situation was the 
stance of opposition parties 
backed by some professional 
associations to follow the foot¬ 
steps of Islamists. 

Such a situation came as a 
painful blow to the credibility 
of the government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali, 
since the opposition demands 
major political and economic 
reforms. 

However, Majali stressed 
earlier that dialogue is open 
with Islamists. 

The King’s initiative to start 
dialogue, paves the way for me¬ 
diators like Lower House 
Speaker, Sa'ad Hayel Srour to 


succeed in arranging for talks 
between the government and 
the Muslim Brotherhood, to 
start next week. 

Srour said "dialogue will 
stan soon under no prior condi¬ 
tions from both sides.” 

Neither the government nor 
Islamist sources are willing to 
disclose further details on re¬ 
cent contacts made between 
both, but the spokesman of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. Mr iamil 
Abu : Baker confirmed that a 
meeting was convened in par¬ 
liament between Mr Srour and 
the Overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Abdul Majeed 
Thuneibar. 

The same sources added that 
during this meeting Thuneibet 
agreed to the government's call 
to start talks. 

However, Srour stressed the 
government is ready to hear 
from all political groups. 

In his speech, the King main¬ 
tained that "In this country we 
have met for a debate and de¬ 
cided to respect and uphold the 
constitution, and to agree or 
disagree within the framework 
of the National Charter which 
encompasses all political 
shades in the Kingdom." 

However, the core of dispute 
between the government and 
the Islamists is still there. 
Backed by other opposition 
parties, Islamists still firmly in¬ 
sist on the cancellation of the 
one-man-one-vote system, and 
the new Press and Publication 
Law, in addition to a number of 
political and economic reforms. 
The Brotherhood which princi¬ 
pally opposes the peace treaty 
with Israel, calls on the govern¬ 
ment to stop normalization with 
the Jewish state as a condition 
to start talks. 

In a response to the Islamist 
demand, the King stressed that 
if the question of peace with Is¬ 
rael is the condition. “1 say that 
the peace treaty was approved 
by both houses of parliament, 
and backed by the people of 
Jordan.” 

Concerning the one-man- 
one-vote electoral system, the 
King said “it was endorsed by 





parliament and it is not a tem¬ 
porary law.” The King de¬ 
scribed the electoral system as 
“the besL that can suit us under 
the present circumstances." 

The King’s speech in Ma'an 
has been welcomed by the 
Muslim Brotherhood who 
urged the government to launch 
a constructive dialogue. 

Abu Baker expects dialogue 
between the government and Is¬ 
lamists by the next week. He 
told The Star that “the govern¬ 
ment is requested to show seri¬ 
ous and mie intentions to find 
an exit out of the crisis." He 
pointed out that some of the de¬ 
mands of the opposition parties 
and Islamists could be met by 
the government, while the rest 
of these demands, he added, 
could be achieved later, if real 
intentions do exisL 

Deputy Mohammed Owei- 
deh. secretary of the Islamic 
Action From (lAFj welcomed 
the King's initiative, but he 
stressed that the government 
must prepare for a national di¬ 
alogue with the Islamic 
Movement and other opposi¬ 
tion parties. 

"Through such a dialogue, 
the crisis will be settled leav¬ 
ing no loser or winner, but in 
favor of the national interest 
of the country.” Oweidah 
said. 

Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani says 
that the demands of Muslim 


Brotherhood arc clear, that 
arc to run a fair and demo¬ 
cratic elections. 

The secretary of the Jorda¬ 
nian Arab Constitutional 
Front. Milhem Al Tal said 
that the Muslim Brotherhood 
and other opposition parties 
are expected to hold a meet¬ 
ing shortly to coordinate their 
stances and put forward an 
agenda for the dialogue. ■ 


Bassel making sense of nonsense 

■ Bassel Talouzi. a witty columnist in Al Haddath Arabic 
weekly called on his chief editor to '‘leant” the evasive tech¬ 
niques of the so-called “underground" movie houses which 
show pseudo-pornography in downtown Amman. 

The writer almost expresses admiration for the way the man¬ 
agement of the cinemas fool government censors. According 
to Talouzi these houses cut explicit scenes out of movies and 
then show them separately when the film is over. They, al 
times, insert these scenes in drama and/or adventure movies. 
The management of these houses do not care, Talouzi adds, 
as long os it recruits paying customers. 

The writer explains that owners of these houses succeed in 
hitting two birds with one stone; they are saving their necks 
from the sword of censorship without reducing the number of 
patrons. 

Talouzi suggests a similar tactic be employed when his col¬ 
umns are subjected to the scissor by the editors of his paper. 
He described tbe process of editing out whole paragraphs or 
sensitive words as akin to a professional killer who mutilates 
the body of his victim so that it would become beyond 
recognition. 

He wryly suggests that like what goes on in the under¬ 
ground cinemas, his columns should be subjected to a similar 
treatment. He suggests that those uncut versions should be 
inserted, for example, at the end of his columns, else he 
would resort to writing about such things as the importance of 
Feffy Abbdo’s (famous Egyptian belly dancer) legs to the cul¬ 
tural movement of the Arab world to escape the censor's 
scissors! 

An agenda for Arab media 

■ Under the title of "Media War” Dr Huda Fakhouri wrote in 
Al Majd. a Nasserite weekly, about “brain washing” which 
she described as the most dangerous challenge that faces the 
Arab world. Brain washing began when the Arabs accepted 
the existence of the state of Israel and its occupation, she 
wrote. Fakhouri puts the blame on the Arab and international 
media for playing a great role in imposing a “germ called the 
status quo into the dictionary of semi-educated people who 
rule the Arab nation.” 

She added that expressions like “the status quo”, “weak¬ 
ness of the nation”, “what is the alternative”, “US hegemony” 
among others have become the daily diet of those who want 
us to accept the present [peace] solutions. 

Fakhouri demanded a "counter attack” from the Arab press 
and media to promote justice and equality among people in 
this part of the world. She implored the media to help bring 
back self-confidence among the people of this nation and 
return the hope so that they can live in dignity. 

Three for one , just like pizza 

■ Nayef Al Tawarah, the publisher of the Al Bilad. celebrated 
his victory over two provisions in the new press law which 
demanded a capital increase for weekly newspapers to JD 
30«).000 and a 10-year experience for the chief editor. 

Ironically. AI Tawarah, thanked the govern mem for the 
new press law. as the Al Bilad has now expanded through the 
takeover of another weekly A l Sayad. This is a great success, 
he wrote in his weekly column, pointing out that the paper's 
circulation has jumped by more than 20 percent 

But will his joy see no end? This week the famous duo was 
joined by yet another weekly, Al Hayai. to make up a 'three 
for one. like a pizza ” to use a previous headline by Al Bilad. 


Security talks resume but Ross 
fails to put process back on track 


Continued from page 2 

along with the bombers. "We 
know they have information 
they're not telling us about," 
he said. “And they have yet to 
make any arrests or otherwise 
act on any of the information 
we've given them.” 

Israel has demanded that the 
Palestinians arrest leaders of 
the military wings of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad, both mili¬ 
tant Islamic groups, along 
with several activists of the 
Popular From for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine. 

The Israeli government on 


Tuesday slightly loosened 
restrictions on agricultural 
products entering Israel from 
the Gaza Strip, allowing about 
10 trucks loaded with vegeta¬ 
bles to make the crossing. But 
many of the most punishing 
sanctions, including a cutoff 
in the flow of millions of dol¬ 
lars in tax revenues to the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority, and a clo¬ 
sure that prevents Palestinian 
workers from entering Israel, 
remain in place. 

Atef Alawneh, deputy 
finance minister in the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, said the self- 
rule government was forced to 


borrow to pay its 80.000 
employees after Israel with¬ 
held about $40 million in 
taxes it is required to pass 
along to the Palestinians. 

Ross added his voice to the 
criticism Tuesday, telling 
reporters that such measures 
are counterproductive. US 
officials have urged Israel to 
unfreeze the funds, which rep¬ 
resent about 60 percent of the 
Palestinian Authority’s 

monthly revenue. ■ 

LA Times- Was king to n Post 
News Service 


Khatami’s new cabinet signals 
political opening, experts say 


Continued from page 2 

think he'd be willing to take a 
risk" to promote a policy 
change, the analyst said. 

Other key appointments are 
being interpreted as a statement 
of Khatami’s independence 
from traditional political pres¬ 
sures. By removing hard-liners 
linked with extremist activities, 
Khatami's government may 
also be signaling a policy shift 
to the outside world, US schol¬ 
ars say. 

At tbe Intelligence ministry. 
Khatami has replaced Ali Fal- 
lahian with Qorbanali Dorri 
Najafabadi. While Fallahian 
was widely linked with anti- 
Western attacks, Najafabadi is 
described by US experts as a 
non-ideologue and a “facts- 
and-figures realist" who 
headed parliament's budget 
and planning committee. 

Tbe intelligence appoint¬ 
ment “will signal more 
restraint,” in its clandestine 
activities, according to Shaul 
Bakhash, an Iran expert at 
George Mason University in 
Virginia and author of “Reign 
of the Ayatollahs.” 

Najafabadi is also on two of 
the government's most influen¬ 
tial committees: tbe Council of 
Experts, which selects the 
Supreme Leader, the post held 
by Ayatollah Khomeini until 
his death in 1989, and the 
Expediency Council, whose 
duties, were recently expanded 
to advise the Supreme Leader 
on policy and national 
problems. 

Perhaps most telling—and 
controversial—is the new pres¬ 
ident’s appointment of Ataol- 
3 ah Mohajerani to die cultural 


and Islamic guidance ministry, 
his own former post. In 1991. 
Mohajerani ignited an uproar 
by calling for Iran to restore 
relations with the United 
States. 

“He appointed someone who 
is certain to follow in his foot¬ 
steps, which means easing con¬ 
trols on cultural restrictions, 
films, books and magazines." 
Bakhash said. 

This and' other appointments 
are also likely to open the way 
for an eventual relaxation of 
the internal social and political 
climate in Iran, experts predict 
“ft’s all very encouraging in 
terms of our best hopes for 
Iran,” said Steve Fairbanks, a 
senior State Department analyst 
on Iran now on sabbatical at the 
Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars. 

The cabinet appointments 
are likely to foster “the already 
tremendous debate' on the role 
of the clergy, the development 
of civil society and formal 
political parties, and questions 
about the relationship between 


Islam and democracy." he 
added. 

Mohajerani's views are suffi¬ 
ciently controversial, however, 
that he faces Lhe likelihood of a 
strong challenge in the Majlis, 
or parliament, debate which 
begins next Tuesday. 

Overall. Khatami, who was 
inaugurated Aug. 3, has 
appointed a slate of ministers 
based on their credentials rather 
than their affiliation with the 
many interest groups and fac¬ 
tions that have deeply frag¬ 
mented Ima’s political estab¬ 
lishment. according to Iranian 
officials and American experts. 

Although none of the 22 
appointments were women. 
Khatami is expected to name at 
least two women as vice- 
presidents and several as vice- 
ministers and directors general 
in what would be a major 
departure from past govern¬ 
ments. ■ 

LA Tiomts- Washington Post 
News Service 
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King warns of dangerous 
moment for the region 


Continued from page 1 


He said he had information that militants were planning more 
attacks in Israel. 

_ Jordan has been calling on Israel to lift its closure of the Pales¬ 
tinian areas, eve/since the Israeli government imposed a total 
siege on the West Bank and Gaza on 30 July. But since then some 
of these measures have been lofted although hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinian workers are still barred from entering Israel. 

Foreign Minister Fayez Tarawnah had criticized Israeli, meas¬ 
ures against the Palestinians as unjustified. ■ 
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Our Say 


Trusting Netanyahu 

JORDANIAN EFFORTS aimed at defusing the crisis that now befuddles the Middle 
East peace process appear to be bearing fruit The high-level talks on Wednesday be¬ 
tween His Majesty King Hussein and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Aqaba 
have opened a window of hope on the possible resumption of Israeli-Palestinian 
talks and the lifting of a two-week-old siege of Palestinian territories by Israel. 

Although it is early to make pronouncements on where the parties will go from 
here, it is hoped that the Israeli premier will come to die conclusion that bis closure 
of the Palestinian areas will not provide Israel with peace or security. This realiza¬ 
tion is important since the King has reminded all of us that those are against peace 
may be succeeding in forcing their own narrow-minded agenda on the region. 

But while there are reasons for cautious optimism, we should be realistic in our 
expectations of the Netanyahu government. Our focus should not be on what Netan¬ 
yahu and his colleagues say and promise to do. but on what they are doing on die 
ground. While die Israeli premier was conducting talks in Aqaba, Israeli bulldozers 
were tearing down Arab houses in occupied East Jerusalem because they were built 
without a permit. And while work continues in earnest on tbe settlement of Jabai 
Abu Ghneim in Jerusalem, news about the Israeli government’s intention to fatten 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza cannot be ignored. 

These and other Israeli violations, foremost of which is the collective punitive 
measures against an entire nation, are today the main causes for rising Palestinian 
extremism and the general state of despair about the prospects of peace that contin¬ 
ues to haunt the region. 

We cannot bring ourselves to believe in or trust the current Israeli prime minister. 
His actions, since he assumed office, are the only solid testimony to his real inten¬ 
tions and agenda. His statements about his commitment to peace cany little weight 
at the present time, when the peace process remains buried under the rubble of tom 
down houses and sand unearthed from Jabai Abu Ghneim. 

The issue today is not about resuming security talks between the Palestinian and 
Israelis; nor is it about forcing President Arafat to round up Hamas and Jihad acti¬ 
vists and throwing them behind bars. The issue is not about making Arafat and his 
authority Israel’s policemen on the Gaza and West Bank beats. 

The real issue here is about a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in this part of 
the world. It is about Israel's acceptance to give back the land it occupied in return 
for peace with its neighbors. It is about redressing the injustice that has befallen hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians over more than 50 years of occupation and desti¬ 
tution. 

That was and remains the objective of the peace process. Netanyahu and his gov¬ 
ernment do not appear to share this objective with the rest of the world. That’s why 
Netanyahu’s assurances and commitments are worthless to us unless and until his 
deeds prove otherwise. We believe the dangerous moment that King Hussein has 
talked about in Aqaba is not over yet and we now know how that moment has come 
to be. ■ 


Open arms for Arab 
delegation from Israel 


• An Israeli Arab delegation member 
Santih Al Qassem is held up by a 
Palestinian residents of the Yarmouk 
refugee camp during the group’s visit to 
Syria, Monday. This is the second visit 
of Israeli Arabs to the country and it 
included seven Arab members of the 
Knesset as well as leading Arab 
dignitaries. The 44-man delegation, who 
are on a week-long visit to Syria, is 
headed by Abdel Wahab Al Darawesh, a 
Knesset member who represents The 
Arab Democratic Party. Darawesh 
caused a stir when he called for the full 
right of return to the Palestinians to 
their homeland. 



The 


Star 


Jordn's poltfcal,« 
WM and cultural weekly 


An independent political, economic and cultural weekly, published every Thursday in 
Amman by Media Services International (Info-Media). 

Editorial & Advertising: Telephones 652-380,645-380, Fax 648-298, 

P.O. Box 9313, Postal Code 11191 Amman • Jordan, email: StariSardbiaxom 
URL: httpJ/wwwjzrabiaxom/star 

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 
Osama El-Sherif 
Managing Editor 
Dr Marwan Al Asmar 
Editorial Team 

Raed Al Abed (Home News Editor), Ilham Sadeq (.Economic Editor), 
Yannick Lome (French Editor), Zeid Nasser (Technology Editor), 
Management & Production 

Mahmoud Fares (General Administration). Qurban Hussain (Production), 
Ali Nimer (Accountant), Zaki Qurban (Layout). Fouad Jbour (Archive) 

The Star is serviced by LA Times-Washingtou Post News Service, Cartoonews International 
(Lurie cartoons), PANOS, The WoridPaper, Editors Press Service, STILUS and by 
correspondents in the United States and South Asia. 

Member of The International Advertising As s ocia t ion 

Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan JD 20, Arab countries USS100, W. Europe US$200. 

USA A Canada US$200. r 

Letters to tbe editor: Will 6e edited for brevity, must contain name and address of sender. 


We need a new political 
science for a new world 


£ % 

■ i 


By Khairfi Janbek 

OUR WORLD needs today a new way 
of thinking to deal with the global cri¬ 
sis, that is likely to erupt as we move 
into the 21st century. Since the 1815 
Vienna Congress, the emergence of the 
modem world order, and the new bal¬ 
ance of power, we find ourselves with 
no compass to guide our thoughts. 

The need for a world order is neces¬ 
sary for harmonious relations among 
nations. A new world win have to de¬ 
pend on an order dependent on a new 
political way of thinking. This most be 
comprehensive and different to what 
we’ve learned, for the cmrent interna¬ 
tional conditions have no precedence, 
and the ideas floating around are the 
byproducts of the bipolarity age. 

Clinging to'bid ideas, or simply pre¬ 
senting them in rehashed versions, is 
an excuse for the moribund state of po¬ 
litical philosophy. Whkt does not move 
forward will stagnate and eventually 
wither away. Political thought is at 
such a crisis that it will either force 
such ideas to die or regenerate. 

Attempts have been made to recon¬ 
struct a new world order. Advocates of 
tire supremacy of international law say 
that it is the best instrument to regulate 
inter-state affairs which are the out¬ 
come of tbe voluntary submission of 
states to rales which they define with 
each other. 

International legality can be em¬ 
ployed to resolve conflicts. It can suc¬ 
cessfully be employed once there is a 
world order, for the current global situ¬ 
ation has even touched on the essential 
definition of the state, and international 
law will never be able to deal with the 
rising clash between state sovereignty 
and its legitimacy. 

The cultural order was introduced to 
circumvent the deficiencies in interna¬ 
tional law. But it ended up condemning 
various cultures as being violent 

The socialist camp always claimed 
that imperialism was not interested in 
peace, and therefore baring d&ente is a 
great success. The West always warned 
against the evils of communism, and 
saw ddtente as the best means to check 
this expansion. 

Nuclear weapons played a great role 
in the logic of both camps—either 
would not have hesitated to eliminate 
the other if it was not for the threat of 
mutual destruction. But d6tente is not 


important anymore, because culture 
can be defined in terms of its nuclear, 

. and non nuclear status. 

■. Although nuclear weapons prolifera¬ 
tion have expanded nuclear culture and 
shrank tbe non nuclear one, under¬ 
standing among tbe first category has 
become essential for the survival of the 
world. As for the second.category,, 
well, it does not seem important to 
even consider its immediate future. 

One wonders how China, which ex¬ 
perienced only two centuries of peace 
in the last 25 five would have been 
evaluated culturally if it was not a nu¬ 
clear power, while Islam, tbe midwife 
of western civilization, is being judged 
through the actions of a small violent 
minority, and 
disregarding its 
achievements to • 
world civiliza- 

i c LT' ce p££ If ‘anthropolitcs ’ 
doesn’t receive its due 
ier che long pref- consideration, then 

erential arrange- - 3 

mems which any world order wul 
ing the Afghan- be hypocritical and 

Soviet war, and * . ■ « ' * . v 

the ongoing Af- deVOld OJ OHy ethical 

and human regard 

ral argument, as¬ 
sumes that cul¬ 
tures are alien to 
each other, and 

they are not in a state of co-existence. 

The danger of this is, of course, is dis¬ 
trust among all. 

Less utopian minds have sought to 
create a new world order based on eco¬ 
nomics. The emergence of economic 
blocs are indicative of this success. Im¬ 
plicitly, it is understood that dime is 
great potential for the circulation of 
wealth. 

The international financial markets 
have power that cannot be resisted for 
long. And economics failed to con¬ 
struct the institutional pillars that can 
cany a future world order. It is incapa¬ 
ble of fostering collective conscious¬ 
ness. 

As a cementing bloc, its value Is 
only in financial gains, but in any case, 
the prospects for financial or economic. 
prosperity have not deterred the Cypri¬ 
ots from separation, and Slovaks di¬ 
vorcing che Czechs for example. This 


is not to mention tbe stalled Palestm- 
ian-Isracli negotiations, the'foiled Arab 
attempts at integration, and the'politt- 
cal tetisioh; within tbe most comple¬ 
mentary and advanced economic on¬ 
ions. ■. 1... ' 

Effectiveness of the rales of eco¬ 
nomics has nothing to do with thepres- 
ence or absence of any of the morally 
desirable attributes that might beio- 
ierred from a world order bout on eco¬ 
nomic considerations. 

When all else foils, we look for pure 
politics as the art of the possible at- 
. tempting.' to construct a world order 
built on principles. State power is 
measured by its ability to participate in' 
maintaining an international order, 

.‘whose, interests 
are respected by 
other countries. 

In the-age of 
'rnnlit/'Q* political globali- 

ipUUUsb zation it means 

rive its due **“* lesscr 

lesser states are 

ion, men able .“> 

y - pate in the shap- 

Order Will ,n £ of a world or- 

, . | _ der, because they 

tical Ond '.require more 
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ny etnical Such a scenario, 

■ divides humanity 

fl regara into participators 

and onlookers, 
with emphasis on 

the *tTt»ngtlv»fling 

of the state sys- 
tern judged by its sovereignty and legit¬ 
imacy. 

And how does this legitimate state 
look like in the 2lst century? It is a 
state were the people feel its strength 
and stability, and allegiance to it A 
state must provide its citizens with ba¬ 
sic services, and public order to lead 
■productive lives, and increase their 
prosperity. 

Under such a definition state sove¬ 
reignty becomes legitimate. Humani¬ 
tarian ideas remain a convenient thorn 
in the side to be used when it required. 
This dichotomy between supporting 
humanitarian values, and supporting 
states irrespective of their repressive 
record will eventually disappear, to 
supporting state structures without tak¬ 
ing into account humanitarian consid¬ 
erations under the new political world 
order/What we shall all face eventual¬ 
ly, is the old wisdom that “powerful 


Why we have become suicide killers 

On the realities of 
being a Palestinian 


DrEyad Sarraj 

A FEW weeks ago I said that 
tbe struggle of Palestinians to¬ 
day is how not to become a 
bomb and that the amazing 
thing is not die occurrence of 
the suicide bombing, rather tbe 
rarity of them. 

The BBC interviewer ap¬ 
peared to understand. I was 
shocked because it is our un¬ 
derstanding that the world out 
there will never understand 
And who on earth in their right 
mind would understand terror 
and tbe killing of innocent peo¬ 
ple? Why do Palestinians kill 
themselves and Israelis in such 
a horrific way at the bus step 
or in a crowded market? Do 
you really care to know? WeD, 
let me try and explain. 

I believe it is an act of abso¬ 
lute despair and a very serious 
stage of die seemingly perpetu¬ 
al conflict. Since tbe uprooting 
of the Palestinians in 1948 trig-. 
gered by Irgun Jewish terror 
under the leadership of Yitzak 
Shamir and Menachem Begin, 
we have tried everything We 
have tried Nasser and Arab Na¬ 
tionalism, only to be invaded in 
1956 in our second homes in 
the refugee camps. It was only 
because of the Russian threat 
' to bomb London and Paris, and 
the resolve of American presi¬ 
dent Eisenhower that ended the 
Israeli occupation. 

We have tried the United 
Nations and its Security Coun¬ 
cil. which by the way have 
made excellent resolutions on 
our behalf. For example Reso¬ 
lution 194 calling on Israel to 
allow us to return to our home¬ 
land, but to no avail. So we 
kept wandering around, be¬ 
tween airports and refugee 
camps, waiting for a hero or an 
earthquake. AO we wanted 
was to go home. But our story 
was getting worse and we grew 
bitter as we heard that a Jew 
from Poland would be declared 
a citizen of our country—a 
country now called Israel. We 
were told that officially we 
were stateless with undefined 
nationality. So we went to uni¬ 
versities. We believed then that 
Jews Were so clever because 
they were.educated. We were 
told that Jews controlled the 
world with their education. 
They are doctors, lawyers and 


scientists, never beggars or 
boxers. In 20 years many of us 
became university graduates 
and we were in every universi¬ 
ty, We had some pride. Some 
of our educated people formed 
the resistance movement. 

They believed that the Arab 
countries would never fight Is¬ 
rael, and that we had to force 
them to fight Fatah with Yas¬ 
ser Arafat was bora. They 
forced the Arabs to fight by in¬ 
viting Israel to attack Egypt in 
1967. 

In the course of six days the 
Arabs were defeated again but 
worse. This time we lost Gaza 
and the West Bank, Egypt lost 
Sinai, and Syria lost tbe Golan. 
In a sudden stroke our fete 
was sealed and we had to live 
under Israeli military occupa¬ 
tion for 30 years. Do you know 
what does it mean to five under 
Israeli military occupation? 
Do you really care to know? 
Let me tell you a few tilings. 

■ You are given an identity 
number and a permit to reside. 
If you leave the country for 
more that three years in succes¬ 
sion, you lose that right to resi¬ 
dence. ' 

■ When you leave tbe coun¬ 
try on a trip, you are given a 
laissez passez, a travelling doc¬ 
ument, valid for one year and it 
tells you in its recording of 
your particulars that you are of 
undefined nationality. 

■ Israeli occupation means 
that yon are called twice a year 
by the intelligence for routine 
interrogation and persuasion to 
work as an informer on your 
brothers and sisters. No one is 
spared, if you are to be a mem¬ 
ber of a political organisation 
you will be sentenced for 10 
years. For a military action you 
will be sentenced to life. 

■ To survive nnrw the Is¬ 
raeli occupation you are given 
the chance to work in the jobs 
that Israelis do not like, 
sweeping the streets, building 
bouses, collecting fruit or har¬ 
vesting. 

You will have to leave your 
home in the refugee camp in 
Gaza at 3 am. go through tbe 
road blocks and check posts, 
spend your day under the sun 
and surveillance returning 
home in tbe evening to col- ' 
lapse in bed fora few hours be¬ 
fore the following day. 


We simply became the 
slaves of our enemy. We are 
building their homes on our 
villages, and we clean their 
streets. Do you know what 
does it do to you when you 
have to be the slave of your 
enemy io order to survive. No 
you will never know how pain¬ 
ful it is unless your country is 
occupied by another force. 
Only then will you learn how 
to watch m silence pretending 
not to see the torture of your 
friends and the humiliation of 
your father. 

Do you know what it means 
for a child to see his father spat 
at and beaten before his eyes 
by an Israeli soldier? Nobody 
knows what hap- . 

pened to our chil- _____ 

dren. We don’t r- m u. — 

know ourselves ex- 
cept we observe Hb: 

that they lose re- 
sped for their fa- 
tbers. So they, our 
children, the chil- HK 1 ’ 

dren of the stone as 

they became 
known, tried the In- ; 

tifeda - the Upris- 
ing. 

Seven long years 
our children were ■Eirjst 

throwing stones 
and being tolled 
daily. Nealy all 
our young. men, U.. 'y 
were arrested, die * ^ 

majority were tor¬ 
tured. All bad to 
confess. The result 
was every one sus- ■ 
peered that all peo¬ 
ple were spies. So. £ 
we were exhausted, 
tormented and bru- . 

talised. - J 

What else could 
we do to return to 
our home? We had 
almost forgotten ' 
that and all what 
we wanted was to 
be left alone. • 

What else could 
we tty? Oh yes, ; 
peace. When the / - - 

news came that Ar- . 
afat had signed a 
peace treaty in 
Washington we 

were jubilant. At - 

last we thought we Gaza—* 
were to get rid . of tion just 

that miserable . life 
Of military occupa- ■ 


tion, at last So we had hope. 

We could not believe our 
eyes when there were no more 
curfews and we could actually 
spend our evening on the beach 
or wander in streets which' 
were now ours after eight ■ 
o’clock at night We were ec¬ 
static. We even had elections 
and we had a parliament so we 
were cold. Then came Binya- 
min Netanyahu. . ... 

He refused to inert Arafat 
and was clearly forced to shake 
hands in obvious disgust He . 
refused to free our prisoners, to 
have a safe passage for us to 
move between die West bank 
and Gaza. He even sunbunded 
our towns and villages with his 


state* can do without allies, and small 
ones should not even hope for them" 
(Due de Lewis 1764-1830). 

With this realization, Jordan has de¬ 
veloped an agenda for the future world 
order, based on-the question of com¬ 
mon ethical values. The suggestion of 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san is that ‘anthropoHtics’ rather than 
pure politics of expediency should gov- 
. em foe balance of power within an 
emerging world order. 

As such, people will always come 
first in tbe considerations of govern¬ 
ments, and the lobby of the powerless 
will be transformed into a participating 
lobby of equal status among nations. It 
is not an idealist projection, but rather 
a r ealisti c and practicable solution for 
tbe future foil out, which will occur 
when foe club of the powerful shuts its 
doors in the face of the selective prob¬ 
lems of foe lesser mortal nations. 

Under such a proposal, it would be 
important to stop wasting resources in 
attempting to prop up repressive re¬ 
gimes, while leaving countries in dem¬ 
ocratic transition to suffer the full 
blows of their courageous acts. It's im¬ 
portant to make the emerging world or¬ 
der aware that it cannot moke tall or¬ 
ders on various societies while its real 
preference remains to be supporting re¬ 
pression. 

If ‘anthropolitcs’ doesn't receive its 
due consideration, then any world or¬ 
der will be hypocritical and devoid of 
any ethical and human regard. This is 
not merely an abstract concept, but the 
culmination of ideas developed by phi¬ 
losophers whose works of ethics were 
inseparable from political pronounce¬ 
ments, in an era prior to the division of 
the world into ideological blocs, and 
the removal of ethics from policy mak¬ 
ing. 

Neither the material, nor the human 
considerations of ‘anihropolitics* are 
costly, for it is concerned with support¬ 
ing the physical creation of civil socie¬ 
ty, and strengthening it wherever it ex¬ 
ists. For it means foe supremacy of the 
rule of law, foe acceptance of cultural 
diversity, and political pluralism, in¬ 
gredients already embodied in any civ¬ 
ilized code of existence. 

- This is the extent of struggle 
throughout world history to reach this 
stage of legitimate popular representa¬ 
tion. This democratic right is always 
earned, and its basis Is political maturi¬ 
ty and social responsibility. ■ . 


• tanks and arrested our police* 
men Then he went after our 
holy places and opened a tun¬ 
nel under our holiest Mosque. 
Tens of our children and also 
Israeli soldiers were killed be¬ 
cause of that tunnel, but he 
went ‘op insulting us and driv¬ 
ing out our sanity. 

Arafat called for patience 
and we were patient, then Ne¬ 
tanyahu started to build settle¬ 
ments in Jerusalem and drive 
the remaining Palestinians out. 
Settlers in Hebron spat on our 
prophet and called him a pig. 
All in the name of peace we 
were humiliated, even arrested 
and tortured by Palestinian 
forces to protect the peace. Our 
Authority was aiming against 
us to please Netanyahu. Our 
officials were driving in big 
cars and building big villas. 
They have VIP cards and cross 
the check posts like human be¬ 
ings while we are left to rot. 

I’ve told you a few things. 
Now do you understand why 
we have turned into suicide 
killers?! 


Dr Eyad Sarraj, from Gaza, 
is a Pal es tin ain psychiatrist 
and a human rights activist. 
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.‘■.‘A new study on the 
competitiveness o£ indu* 
trial products in Jordan 

7 " : has been carried out by the 
. Royal Scientific Society. It 
stales that half of the 
/industrial investment does 
'not benefit the economy. 

: Tins is due to the lack of 
efficiency of half of the 
available productive capac- 
•• .'ty for Jordanian industries. 

-The study revealed that 
- the rate of the exploited 
productive capacity in Jor¬ 
danian industries covered 
by the survey, does not 
exceed 53% of the total of 
potential productive 
capacity. 

.’ The small and medium- 
sized industries are more 
beneficial to the Jordanian 
economy, because they 
require low capital but help 
reduce unemployment. 

The study pointed out 
that there is a noticeable 
reduction in the level of 
workers allowances and 
wages in the industrial sec¬ 
tor. Definitely this is 
reflected on the productiv¬ 
ity of manpower and 
restrains its creative skills. 

The study sums up the 
problems facing the indus¬ 
trial sector to include lack 
of finance, small size of 
the local market, high | 
price of output require- * 
mentis, competition from 
outside products and the j 
intense competition | 
among local producers. 

■ Aiming to develop the 
performance of touristic 
services, 25 travel and 
tourist agencies agreed to 
merge Into one company. 
This company is the first 
of its kind in Jordan to 
comprise a group of travel 
agents. The merger, 
according to Lame Hada- 
din, president of the Travel 
and Tourism Agents Asso¬ 
ciation, will help enhance 
the process of promoting 
Jordan and is expected to 
attract more tourist groups 
visiting Jordan. If the idea 
is to merge 25 tourist agen¬ 
cies into one company, 
then this means that after 
concluding merger among 
the operating 200 travel 
and tourist agencies, the 
total number of these 
offices will be four big 
tourist operators..., _ . ,.,.1 

■ A trade protocol agreed 
ment has been signed last 
week between the Federa¬ 
tion of Pakistani Chambers 
of Trade and Industry and 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Trade and the 
Amman Chamber of Indus¬ 
try. The protocol enhances 
means of economic ties 
between the two countries 
and helps the private sector 
in both countries to take a 
more active role in consoli¬ 
dating their trade relations. 
Jordanian exports to Paki¬ 
stan last year reached JD 
19 million, while imports 
from Pakistan stood at JD 
4 million. 


Closure of Occupied 
Territories causes massive 
losses to economy 


THE STAR 5 

Elite Academy 
holds course on 
managent techniques 


AMMAN (Star)—The Israeli 
closure of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, following the dou¬ 
ble suicide bombing in Jerusa¬ 
lem two weeks ago, is causing 
the Palestinian economy great 
losses spanning the industrial, 
trade, touristic and labor sec¬ 
tors. According to the PNA's 
Ministry of Trade these losses 
are estimated as high as 
S8.826.452 (about $9 million) 
per day. 

Trade exchange between the 
West Bank and Gaza, on the 
one hand and between them 
and Israel and the world on the 
other, has been paralyzed. 

Palestinian sources point out 
that there is sharp shortage in 
basic supplies such as flour, 
powdered baby milk, dairy 
products and rice (PNA imports 
about 800 tons of flour monthly 
from Israel). 

According to Nasir Sarraj. 
general secretary at the Minis¬ 
try of Trade, markets in Gaza 
suffer shortages of construction 
materials (cement, steel... etc) 
and raw materials needed for 
local produce. 

Israel continues to impose 
this security siege on the Pales¬ 
tinian territory, despite the fact 
that its economy is basically 
dependent on the strip, 80 per¬ 


cent of the total trade exchange 
of Gaza is linked to Israel 
while the remainder 20 percent 
is concluded between the Strip, 
the West Bank and outside 
markers. 

Palestinian economy losses 
as a result of the blockade have 
covered all sectors. '“The clo¬ 
sure has badly affected the 
industrial sector, causing it 
SI.8 million daily losses.” said 
Sarraj. 

The agricultural sector suf¬ 
fered daily losses of $2 million. 
Four factories for packing cit¬ 
rus fruits have stopped operat¬ 
ing as more than 2000 laborers 
are nor able to reach their work 
destinations because of the clo¬ 
sure. Gaza Scrip exports daily 
about 1850 tons of vegetables, 
and 500 tons of citrus to-Israel, 
the West Bank and to external 
markets. After the closure of 
the crossing points, quantities 
of these products have been 
piling up and thus causing 
farmers more losses. 

The transport sector has not 
escaped. Many trucks that 
cany cargo from the West 
Bank and Gaza to Israel and 
across the borders and vice-a- 
versa are now at a standstill. 
Also taxis carrying laborers 
and businessmen to and from 


the crossing points to Israel are 
hindered. 

The complete closure of the 
West Bank and Guza means 
also putting restrictions on the 
Palestinian laborers' movement 
either to Israel or inside the Pal¬ 
estinian territories. Many expa¬ 
triates who are working in the 
Gulf states arc now unable to 
see their families in the West 
bonk becuase the crossing 
bridges have been closed. They 
could face losing their jobs if 
they arc not able to return 
before their vacation ends. 

The situation on the Occu¬ 
pied Territories is expected to 
have much worse effects on the 
unemployment ratio. There are 
now about 554.000 Palestinian 
laborers, among them 374.000 
in the West Bank, 180.000 in 
Gaza and 65.000 in Israel with 
work permits (another 650.000 
are without permit), according 
to Shahin Saad- the general 
secretary of the Federation of 
the Palestinian Workers' 
Unions. Saad added that the 
rate of unemployment in Pales¬ 
tine is now as high as 70 per¬ 
cent. according to latest fig¬ 
ures released by the PNA 
Central Statistics Department. 

Accordingly, the total daily 
losses of the labor sector can 


reach as high as SI.5 million. 
Abdullah Hijazi. the assistant 
undersecretary at the Ministry 

or Tourism estimates the losses 

in the touristic sector at more 
than $100 million this year. 

The closure has separated the 
Palestinian territories from 
each other in addition to isolat¬ 
ing them from Israel and out¬ 
side world. 

Many tourist groups have 
cancelled their hookings to the 
holy land. Hijazi said. 

The closure is also effecting 
other economic sectors such as 
banking. The Israeli authorities 
prevented one Palestinian bank 
to transfer money from its 
account in Tel Aviv to a branch 
in Gaza. So the bank was 
unable to cover its financial 
commitments. In addition, the 
closure led to a shortage in fuel 
in Gaza and the West bank and 
if the situation continues and 
the closure is not lifted this will 
lead to deep problems. 

What is worsening the situa¬ 
tion is that the Israeli treasury 
is refusing to remit outstanding 
dues to the PNA. "These sums 
represent 60 percent of PNA 
revenues, and they are its right 
and not a donation from Israel, 
said Alef Alawneh. undersecre¬ 
tary at the Ministry of Finance. 


Rising dollar lifts tourism, 
European economies 
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By Anne Swardson 

PARIS—Graham Allen looks 
great in the leather cowboy hat 
he is trying on in a boutique in 
an underground mail near the 
Louvre, an] the price—$54 
including tax—seems so rear 
sonabie. be says, he just might 
buy it 

The 23-year-old American 
.student, fresh . from eight, 
months in Spain, has seen iris 
dollars go further and further 
during his time in Europe. The 
value of the dollar against 
major European currencies has 
soared more than 20 percent 
since the new year, much of the 
increase in die last two months. 
•^We weren’t going to go to 
London, but. now we are.” said 
Allen’s traveling companion 
and fellow student, Tyler 
Downey.23. 

“Paris is expensive, but not 
as expensive as we expected. I 
know I’m charging more on my 
credit card than I normally do," 
Downey added. 

The greenback is worth more 
in French francs and German 
marks than at any time since 
October 1989. That’s good for 
American tourists overseas, 
whose costs are becoming 
cheaper by the day. 

But experts say the most 
beneficial effect of the dollar’s 
rise may be for businesses on 
this side of the Atlantic. It’s not 
just tourists buying hats, 
though that helps. Because 
weaker French francs and Ger¬ 
man marks mean exports from 
those countries become cheaper 
in dollars and thus sell more, 
the strong dollar is giving a 
badly needed kick to ailing 
European economies—just 
when they need it Saddled 
with high unemployment and 
discouraged consumers, France 
and Germany, the economic 
bulwarks ■ of continental 
Europe, have been in the dol¬ 
drums for years. Slow econo¬ 
mies have led to political rest¬ 
lessness and stalemate in both 
nations. 


If a strong dollar stimulates 
more growth and thus lowers 
unemployment, it could buy 
time for leaders in both 
nations. Growth could offer 
leeway to enact badly needed 
economic reforms and deregu¬ 
lation. And it might make it 
easier for those countries to 
qualify for the European 
Union’s shaky-but-ongoing 


nomic activity in those coun¬ 
tries, respectively, exchange 
rates have an enormous effect. 
In Germany, exports arc 
expected to be at least six per¬ 
cent higher this year than last 
year, though exchange rates are 
not the only reason. 

Economic growth provides 
“a more amenable backdrop” 
to budget austerity, said Martin 


plan iaconven to a single. cuf- - Brooks, an international econo- 
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Goldman. 


the &U of the European curren- ' investment firm in London. 


cies against the dollar is a good 
thing,” said Heave GouHetquer, 
chief Paris economist for the 
French bank Credit Lyonnais. 
“For a long time, we have been 
blocked, we have lacked eco¬ 
nomic growth. If we have more 
growth, people will be more 
willing to accept the reforms 
that are needed. It is a kind of 
virtuous circle” 

The rising dollar comes as 
the nations in the European 
Union are cutting government 
spending, raising taxes and oth¬ 
erwise tightening their belts to 
reduce their budget deficits to 
three percent of gross domestic 
product this year. That is the 
key target for those wishing to 
participate in the new common 
currency, the euro, whose 
nation-members are to be cho¬ 
sen next spring. 

The outlook for the euro has 
been clouding lately. The arri¬ 
val of a Socialist government 
in France has worsened 
France’s already slim chances 
of getting its deficit down 1 to 
the target by the deadline. And 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, who insists the deficit 
target must be met precisely, is 
facing political difficulties that 
reduce his budgetary maneu¬ 
vering room. 

But higher economic growth 
rates make it possible to have 
less severe spending reductions 
and still get close to the three 
percent target. Because the 
economies of France and Ger¬ 
many are so dependent on 
exports, which represent one- 
fourth and one-third of eco- 


Ironicaily. the high dollar 
arises in pan from investor 
concern about the future of the 
euro. About a year ago, finan¬ 
cial markets believed the euro 
countries would be a small 
group, all of which more or 
less met the standards for fiscal 
rectitude and economic 
austerity. 

But since then. Italy and 
Spain, among others, have 
pressed hard to join. Both have 
made huge strides in cutting 
their budget deficits, especially 
Spain. But both are viewed by 
Germany as “soft" countries 
that, once in the euro club, can¬ 
not be relied on to keep their 
economic houses in order. In 
addition. France's new prime 
minister. Lionel Jospin, while 
promising to meet France's 
commitments, is opposed to 
austerity. 

German officials worry 
because a single currency, in a 
sense, tars oil participants with 
the same brush. If Italy or 
France is fiscally irresponsible, 
fewer international investors 
would want to invest in the 
euro, even if the Germans keep 
their deficit down. Less invest¬ 
ment means a weaker currency. 

Germany, more concerned 
than most nations about infla¬ 
tion. dislikes a weak euro 
because it would add to infla¬ 
tion by making the price of 
imported goods more expen¬ 
sive. Those who think the 
future euro will indeed be 
weak are now selling German 
marks and buying American 
dollars, thus making the dollar 


stronger. 

The dollar has gone up 
when it looks like the euro will 
be weak or when there is broad 
confusion about its future,” 
said Steven Englander of the 
firm Smith Barney in Paris. 
"Now we have both” 

The French Finance Ministry 
has made no official comment 
on the rise of the dollar, often if 
officials feel the dollar has 
moved too high they will try to 
talk it down with public state¬ 
ments. If France is satisfied 


Due revenues from Israel till 
I August are 145 million shak¬ 
els. divided as follows: 

■ 74 million shakels. added 
value tax which is collected by 
Israel from the Palestinians. 

■ About 35 million shakles. 
from fuel and income tax as 
well os other remittances. 

■ About 37 million shakels 
from customs tariffs. 

Mohammad Zuhdi Al- 
Nashashibi, Palestinian finance 
minister said that PNA has ear¬ 
lier asked Israel to remit reve¬ 
nues due to Authority warning 
that in the case of delay, the 
PNA has the right to ask for 
an interest of 14 percent on 
these sums that are frozen. 

This is not all. Israel is also 
exerting pressure on the Ameri¬ 
can Congress to prevent 
approval of US aid to the Pales¬ 
tinians. If the Americans do not 
prove aid. then the donor states 
won't transfer the formerly 
approved assistance for 1998. 

Now the PNA finds itself 
in a critical condition. It can't 
even pay its employees and 
police their monthly salaries. 
Also allowances to its diplo¬ 
matic offices abroad have been 
stopped awaiting the Israeli 
government to lift its freeze on 
remittances to the PNA. ■ 


with a weaker franc, it indi¬ 
cates a change of thinking. 
When former president Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing said last fall 
that the franc was overvalued 
at about 5 to the dollar and 
should fall to 5.50. he was 
sharply criticized by govern¬ 
ment officials. Today the dol¬ 
lar is worth about 6.4 francs. 

In Germany, a government 
spokesman said this week that 
no need was seen to intervene 
in financial markets to arrest 
the dollar's rise. Finance Min¬ 
ister Theo Waigel expressed 
some concern last month, but 
analysts do not believe the 
powerful central bank, the 
Bundesbank, will act soon to 
rein in the dollar. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



Participants in the 6-day marketing workshop orga¬ 
nized by MC International last week. The course 
dealt with sales techniques, market planning, time 
and ethical managments and team work. 

MC INTERNATIONAL is a Management Consulting Firm 
that compliments the hotel industry. Its personnel include 
hoteliers who have graduated from top hotel schools in 
Switzerland and the USA. and who in turn have vast practi¬ 
cal experience in major Three, Four and Five Star hotel 
chains. 

M.C. International has a number of objectives which 
include consultancy for hotels and restaurants, staff training 
up to management positions, recruiting for the hotel and 
catering industry, project establishment, system establish¬ 
ment and business development. 

After the peace treaty, and the political stability. Jordan 
has become a major touristic target where many 5 Star hotel 
chains are now under the process of construction such os 
Hilton. Sheraton. Hayott, and the Four Seasons, us well as 
many Five and Four Star hotels and restaurants. 

Even though the new tax free importation law of equip¬ 
ment, tools, and furniture for such touristic projects is a 
great facilitator, the main comer stone for these industries 
remains missing which is manpower, and a well trained cus¬ 
tomer-oriented staff. 

From that perspective M.C. International came up to a 
decision of opening a leading training academy called Elite 
International Academy. This is the first Academy to provide 
theoretical and practical workshops and specialized courses. 
Its material is tailor- made for the Jordanian market. All 
courses are taught in English language along with basic 
French hotel language. 

Computer skills are provided using the leading hotel soft¬ 
ware such as Fidelio and Scala. 

The Academy will be operating out of a reputable hotel 
located in Amman, in order to he able to give the prospec¬ 
tive students a proper working atmosphere especially in 
practical courses where they can use all the hotel facilities 
to enhance their basic skills. Along with its agreements 
with other hotels such as Marriott lor supervisory and mana¬ 
gerial training levels. 

Elite International Academy is in the final stage of 
becoming a member of the Jordanian Touristic Hotel Asso¬ 
ciation, Jordanian Ministry of Tourism. Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion. and the American Hotel & Mold Association. 

The Academy is also in serious negotiations with North¬ 
ern Ireland Hotel & Catering College Ponrush. to finalize 
the agreement of the accreditation between the two schools. 

Furthermore through this agreement. Elite students will 
be able to continue their higher education in Ireland and the 
rest of the world. ■ 


US robot outlances the field 
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By Mary Jordan 

T OKYO—Lancelot was a long 
shot, like an American entry at 
a bread-baking contesi in Paris. 
The little robot, designed by a 
team from the University of 
Maryland, was competing in 
Japan, the Robot Kingdom— 
the only foreigner going up 
against opponents made by 
robotically inclined Japanese 
engineering students. 

The contest was simple: 
Each of the robots, which 
looked like* souped-up skate¬ 
boards. had ahout two minutes 
ro race around Jn oval track. 
Guided only by the computer¬ 
ized robotic "brains" their crea¬ 
tors had installed on their 
baeks. the robot* had to com¬ 
plete the loop as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. making sure to touch 
eight targets along the way 
with a iiule lance attached to 
their front. 

As part of a Tokyo robot 
extravaganza that ended last 
Tuesday. Lancelot took his turn 
against 110 Japanese robots all 
brimming with software to die 
lor. And. like Rocky Balboa 
taking on Apollo Creed, the lit¬ 
tle guy from College Park 
kicked butt. 

"I'm shocked wc won." said 
Gregory Walsh, an assistant 
professor of mechanical engi¬ 
neering. who organized the 
Maryland team. After the first- 

place Americans bowed before 
the judges, they were given 
prizes that included nearly 
S2JHK.I in cash. 

’There was another robot 
that had smoked everybody," 
explained Christopher Cowles. 
22. a computer science and 
electrical engineering jock. But 
that robot crashed, while 
steady, accurate Lancelot came 
out ahead. 

Lancelot’s victory in Tokyo, 
in one category at the Japanese 
International Robot Grand Prix. 
was particularly gratifying for 
the Maryland crowd, because 
when it conics to the mechanics 
of robots, it's tough to heat the 
Japanese. 

Plus. Japan had the home- 
court aJvamagc. In a grand 
glass building in the heart of 
Tokyo, the robot competition 
and symposium was held to 
celebrate the KHJth anniversary 
of I he Japanese Society of 
Mechanical Engineering. 

The event drew some of the 
world’s top minds in robotics 
and artificial intelligence and it 





showcased some inventive new 
robots built by Japanese stu¬ 
dents. One could play the cello, 
and another washed hair, using 
two big mechanical hands to 
crack an egg onto the cus¬ 
tomer's hair for greater shine. 

Hundreds of people came 
out to see the most amazing 
robot of all: a 400-pound. 6- 
foot-tall robot that could walk 
upstairs, almost like a human. 
TTiis robot, developed by 150 
engineers at a Honda labora¬ 
tory over 10 years, cost close 
to S80 million in research and 
development, according to a 
Honda spokesman. 

"Robots were first devel¬ 
oped to be used in areas where 
human labor was difficult- 
dirty. dangerous or hard work.” 
said Kazuo Hirai, a managing 
director of Honda's research 
and, development arm. But 
Hirai said the next generation 
of robots is going to "coexist 
with humans.” perhaps by aid¬ 
ing nurses in hospitals or act¬ 
ing as nighttime security 
patrols or carrying baggage for 
hotel guests. 

Robots have had their share 
of fame in the United States, 
from the globe-headed, pincer- 
fingered robot who was always 
warning "Danger. Will Robin¬ 
son.” on the old “Lost in 
Space" television series, to R2- 
D2 and his pals in “Star Wars." 


This summer, robots have 
been given a big public- 
relations boost in the United 
States by the good work of the 
Pathfinder craft’s rover, con¬ 
trolled by NASA, but roaming 
on the surface of Mars. Still, 
despite the charm of the 
mechanical buddies of televi¬ 
sion and the movies. Ameri¬ 
cans generally tend to think of 
robots as vaguely cold and 
complicated—and futuristic. 

"Most Americans still don’t 
want to deal with their VCRs," 
said Julio Rosenblatt, a mem¬ 
ber of the Maryland team. 
"There is a greater willingness 
in Japan to use advanced tech¬ 
nology in consumer 
electronics." 

For decades, the Japanese 
have loved and nurtured robot 
characters, like American chil¬ 
dren with Mickey Mouse or 
Bambi. Japanese children grow 
up with robot toys, roboL car¬ 
toons and a generally warm 
image of robots as friendly, 
helpful and useful. And backed 
by enormous support from 
Honda. Nissan and many of 
Japan’s corporate giants, as 
well as the government. Japan 
has developed a generation of 
robots that do everything from 
assembling curs to washing 
skyscraper windows. 

The Japanese have devel¬ 
oped amazing robots in recent 


years, including some that pl3y 
volleyball and table tennis or 
cut down trees. A quintet of 
robot musicians played for the 

gathered roboticists this week 

in Tokyo. With a series of arms 
and wires and clamps and 
braces, the robots played two 
violins, a cello and two flutes. 
The arms moved remarkably 
like human arms, bowing the 
siring instruments, and it blew 
into the flutes to produce classi¬ 
cal music. 

Researchers at Japan’s Tsu- 
kuba University have also fined 
cockroaches with sensors and 
small robotic "brains” that 
allow scientists to control their 
movements. The hope is that 
these creatures cnuld he used to 
probe lor victims of earth¬ 
quakes or mine collapses in 
conditions too small and dan¬ 
gerous for humans. There is 
also hope that the roaches 
could be used lor a variety of 
surveillance tasks. The Japa¬ 
nese government is so 
impressed with Lhe project that 
it has kicked in $5 million. 

Researchers at the Tokyo 
University of Science have 
developed a “face robot” 
which looks like a mannequin’s 
head and can make the racial 
expressions of anger, sadness, 
fear, surprise, happiness and 
disgust. ■ 
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The Nawal 


touch lives on 


By a Star Staff Writer 


THE FINAL night of the Jeresh Festival was 
an event that will be remembered for a long, 
long time. Famous singer Nawal A1 Zoughbi 
topped the show with her famous Lebanese 
style. 

Nawa) proved up to the challenge. 
Although this is her First time at Jerash, the 
singer was able to overcome the almost over¬ 
powering dominance of the South Theater. 

And as evidence of that, in ail three nights, 
Nawal danced like a butterfly, moving from 
one end of the stage to the other, as if she has 
been coming to the place for a long time. 

In her early 20s. Nawal appeals to a 
younger crowd. However, her audience are 
not a rowdy lot. In all her concerts, the theater 
was full but not “overloaded" which means 
that people could move, could sway and could 
clap at their own pace. 


Frequently, and as happens in some of these 
concerts, people are sandwiched like sardines, 
but not so ai Nawal's concerts. 

The way she handled the audience 
impressed many a critic. For a first timer, she 
did very well, interacting with the audience 
and they in turn with her. 

Some even went on to say she will be very 
good for crisis management techniques. She 
sang both for the audience, and with the 
audience. 

In some concerts, people, at times, can get 
bored, but again. Nawal was up to the mark. 
Her fresh voice, and getting the audience 
involved with the choice of her songs, made 
the concerts a great success. 

Nawal A l Zoughbi represents a new genera¬ 
tion of singers. This is her first appearance in 
Jerash. but judging from her command of the 
place, she will likely sing again in that place 
for a good many years to come. ■ 


In unprecedented attendance 

Kathim leaves 
crowd with tears 


WHEN IRAQI superstar Kathim Al Saher 
appeared on stage, the South Theater bowed. 
When Kathim sings everybody goes into a 
frenzy. 

It was like a human typhoon. The crowd kept 
coming back for more. Arabic music pop lovers 
outside the theater were also said to be in their 
thousands. No stone or rock was left without 
being used as a chair. 

For three consecutive nights—and for two 
hours per concert. Kathim wandered through his 
albums and dazzled the audience with his 
songs—classical, romantic, fast and modem. 

He joined his band during their performance 
of the Iraqi folk dance Chobia and then the audi¬ 
ence stood and danced at their free will. 

Kathim sang his love songs taking the lyrics 
from the poetry of the great contemporary 


Nezar Qabani. Indeed, his latest album 
Madrasi Al Hobb (School of love) is a powerful 
tribute to the Syrian poet. 

Qabani's poetry gave Kathim an extra push to 
become one of the most distinguished singers 
among modem talents; some critics went as far 
as to describe him as the new Abdel Halim 
Hafiz, the late and most popular Egyptian 
singer. 

Kathim's song for Iraqi children, sparked 
deep emotions as it calls on Arabs and the world 
to bring back life to the Iraqi children. 

During a press conference held after his sec¬ 
ond performance. Kathim expressed his bitter¬ 
ness and sadness about the unjust American-UN 
sanctions imposed on his country and his peo¬ 
ple. Kathim said with tearful eyes “Iraqi chil¬ 
dren forgot the taste of chocolate and milk, they 
are lasting only death and diseases.’* ■ 


Hush and Listen ’ 
make it at the Inter. Con 


THULA SIZWE (Zulu 
words for bush and listen) 
are regarded as the best 
traditional song and dance 
group presently in South 
Africa. The group special¬ 
izes in traditional cappella 
singing and dancing. How¬ 
ever, their repertoire 
includes many other, and 
even modern songs. 

On the 30 and 31 July 
1997 the South African 
world-class traditional song 
and dance group Thula 
Sizwe gave a fantastic per¬ 
formance at the Bahamas 
Terrace in the 

Inter.Contfnental, Jordan. 
South African Ambassador 
in Amman attended the eve- 


Cultural festival in 
Fuheis 



UNDER THE patronage of His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 8th Fuheis 
Festival for Arts opens today, Thursday, 14 
August. The one-week festival promises to be 
a thunderous one. Artists from across the 
Arab world and Taiwan are taking part in 
what is likely to be an extravaganza of magni¬ 
tude proportions. Stars like Omar Al A bd all at 
(Jordan), Milhim Barakat (Lebanon) Noor 
Muhana (Syria), and Mahmood .Anwar (Iraq) 
are performing major concerts. Other activi¬ 
ties include plays poetry readings and semi¬ 
nars. ■ 


Barakal 




Nawal Al 
Zoughbi knows 
how to treat her 
audience . At the 
sight of a slight 
technical hitch 
that resulted in 
the temporary 
loss in a sound 
speaker during 
one of her 
concerts , Nawal 
made her 
audience feel at 
home. She 
beckoned them to 
sing on as if 
nothing 
happened. Most 
didn't even feel 
that there was a 
problem. Now , 
that's crisis 
management! 



BBC, right on your 
very doorstep 








Acting Director General of the BBC Mr Robert Phillis and Director General of JRTV 
Mr Ihsan Ramzi sign the contract to allow the BBC to broadcast on FM\ watched by 
the Minister of State for Information Affairs Dr Samir MutawL 



Enjoy fun games with 
USPTA little tennis 


The Young Women Christian Association 
(YWCA) in Amman will host a new National 
Tennis Program to introduce young children to 
the sport in a fun. group environment. The pro¬ 
gram offers athletic instruction and social activi¬ 
ties for children of various ages, and is orga¬ 
nized by local tennis-teaching professionals. 

USPTA Little Tennis, a unique series of ten¬ 
nis activities and leagues for children, is begin¬ 
ning on 5 September, for a duration of 12 
weeks. 

The program combines group lessons, fun 
activities, tennis carnival, leagues, with modi¬ 
fied equipment along with parents and teaching 
professionals who join in the common gout of 
athletically developing children, ages 3 to 10. 


USPTA Little Tennis is designed by the United 
States Professional Tennis Association 
(USPTA), the World's oldest and largest Asso¬ 
ciation of tennis-teaching professionals. 

The sign-up deadline is 25 August For sched¬ 
ule information, or to sign up contact the 
YWCA. Telephone 641119/641793. Program 
Director is Rafat Al Qaisf at 079-21677 

Children of every skill level are welcome in 
USPTA Little Tennis. Whether a child has ten¬ 
nis experience or not. the tennis related games 
and activities provide a healthy and fun intro¬ 
duction to the game. League activities stress fun 
rather than competition, while children leam 
athletic and interpersonal skills. ■ 
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“1 don't have any hard evidence, Connie „ tag 
intuition tells me that Ed’s been cross-pofflnaHi 
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vie re gonna Talk about 'that 
peitifence thing, so you 
Turn that camera OffJ 
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Thenew currency of change 

9 


rename it 


, don’t try and fix it—just 


Transition time: China, while pledging to keep Hong Kong's capitalist system intact for 50 years, made no such promises about the former British colony s nomenclature 


Holding meetings, it is often said, is a lot 
easier than working. Something si mila r is 
afoot with names and nations: changing 
them is a lot easier than the hard graft of 
rebuilding a society. This willingness to 
change names, or ‘repackage’ with a well- 
crafted adjective, is sending ripples 
through politics, culture—and geography 


By Crocker Snow Jr. 

I T was A diplomatic epiphany in the 
mid-1960s when Singapore's mid¬ 
dle aged prime minister Lee Kuan 
Yew wrote a letter of congratula¬ 
tions to the newly ap¬ 
pointed Assistant Sec¬ 
retary of State for Far 
Eastern Affairs at the LIS 
Department of State, in which he 
posed the embarrassing question: 

“‘Far 3 ? To whom?” -- 

* •• Good question. And apparently 
'die Washington bureaucrats got it 
quickly enough. Within a year, the 
department was renamed the East 
Asia desk. 

The lesson is in the label. The de¬ 
scriptive adjective that scholarajour- 
na lists and diplomats readily affix to 
the proper names of people, places or 
events (almost like those useful yellow 
“post-its” so ubiquitous in any busi¬ 
ness office), can be the stuff of mis¬ 
leading, mis representative and misin¬ 
formed characterization. Consider 
the proverbial “cha^islIlatic’ 7 politi- 
cian, “homogeneous 7 ' country and 
“monolithic” communism. The labels 
almost lived longer than the individu¬ 
als or movements described. 

Once useful shorthand adjectives 
regarding regions of the world, or in¬ 
habitants thereof, abound—their cur¬ 
rency long exhausted- The Hofy- Ro¬ 
man Empire might have started it all. 
For most of its S30 years, it was any¬ 
thing but “holy.” And it was more 

Austro-Hungarian than Koman 

its control and composition. 

Todav there are stylish Ital 
ians and “hard working Kore¬ 
ans. We freely identify with 

the “fiin-loving 77 Brazil¬ 
ians and the “formal 
Swedes, the “argu- 

mentative” Indi¬ 
ans and the 
“class con¬ 
scious” 

Brits. 


pBLODlARY 


China or a political party in Thailand 
goes awry. 

Labels today are to good names 
what a lamprey is to a salmon. The 
multinational business that finds the 
pejorative “rapacious 77 se¬ 
curely attached to its flank 
is the stuff of public rela¬ 
tions nightmares. It’s a la¬ 
bel that affirms the prejudice—and 
bleeds away the value. 

A country like Mexico in the early 
1990s was blessed with thedescrip- 
tion “prospering” when things were 
moving nicely- When things went 
awry, the adjective “once” was added 
before the country’s name while “col¬ 
lapsing” or “free-fell” become option¬ 
al extras inserted before the name of 
the currency in question. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, the peso’s rate of descent accel¬ 
erated. Sometimes labels serve as 
do-not-enter warnings that a philo¬ 
sophical minefield awaits. Northern 
Ireland and Colombia, two coun¬ 
tries with the longest running (and 
seemingly insoluble) levels of orga¬ 
nized murder and mayhem, are vari¬ 
ously reduced to the simple “trou¬ 
bled” and “violence-prone.” These 
labels serve as red flags that their in¬ 
terpreters may know too much of 
the details of their indigenous move¬ 
ments to try to summarize or detail 
them further. 

The Middle East, by contrast, is a 
» perpetual trea- 
sure trove for 


the inconi- 


Are foothills only “rolling" or 
the Himalayas ether than 


less each one will continue to apply. 

Now there is some movement on 
the economic side of the Middle 
East equation. Though Arab lands 
shows some of the lowest growth 
rates of any developing region of the 
world outside of 

Africa, they are *;^r. 

no longer glibly 
characterized as 
“oil rich” but 
rather assigned a 
confusion of la¬ 
bels ranging 
from “market 
opening” to 
“privatization 
prone” to the 
coveted but 
somewhat 
vague 

transitional.” 

So what ait: the labels in 
need of change today in the 
drive to eliminate cliche 
and meaningless short¬ 
hand and add a little 
currency to the 
mix? Let’s start 
with a geog¬ 
raphy 
quiz. 


occasionally do better than 
‘'snow-capped” for that 
distant, high elevation peak? 
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Can the Mississippi River become 
something more than “mighty"? 
Might the Pacific Ocean take on a 
more useful oceanic adjective than 
“vast”? Indeed, does Saharan Africa 
deserv e a more discriminating fete 
than “drought- 
...... . stricken”? Are 

foothills only 
•‘rolling ” 1 or the 
Himalayas other 
than “imposing 77 ? 
And might we oc¬ 
casionally do bet¬ 
ter than “snow¬ 
capped” for that 
distant, high ele¬ 
vation peak? 

In die realm of 
people, places and 
events, is diere a 
newsworthy hurricane or typlioou or 
tsunami out there diat is not “devas¬ 
tating”? Is there a fortress, in die sand 
or in Afghanistan, diat is “pregnable”? 
Might die most under-populated 
favtVas of Rio de Janeiro or shanty 
towns of Jakarta be painted as other 
than "teeming"? Is the United Na¬ 
tions. (which is die conscience for 
these ftnvll/is among other things) 
ever portrayed without the appellation 
“bloated,” “bureaucratic” or “cash- 
strapped”? Is there an “un-tough” 
dictator or might Margaret Thatcher, 
in her dotage, be described as the the 
“rusting” Iron Lady? 

. VVe live in a world of image ad¬ 

justers and spin control doctors 
and the uh-so-old-fashioned 
public relations con¬ 
sultants. But 
jtfi ■ lurking be¬ 
hind 

• cm. as an 
_ influential 
secret society, are the 
LLA s—die label inventor 
applicators. Might the ad¬ 
jective "ubiquitous” best 

them?(fl) 

Crocker SnowJr. is editor-in-chief 
of The WerldPapcr. 


To the victor goes the thesaurus 

‘Democratic is key 
to African formula 


REPORTLyC 

FROM 


JOHANNESBURG 


By Fiona Lmty 

A n old African rebel leader,in¬ 
terviewed recently in the bush at 
die height of his doomed cam¬ 
paign, summed it all up. 

When asked what his first 
moves would be on taking power, 
he sighed heavily and said: “Try- and 
think up a good new name for this 
country; one diat 
hasn't already 
been filched by a 
neighbor, that will 
reassure the inter¬ 
national community, the World Bank 
and the aid organizations (that certain¬ 
ly means putting a “democratic” in 
there somewhere), that will sound 
weighty and dignified, but not be too 
much ofa moudiful for foreigners. I’ve 
been wracking my brains over it for 
months...” 

In the end, one can't help wonder¬ 
ing if the failure of his campaign, and 
the old man’s fight back to his bases 
in the deep bush, wasn’t secretly 
rather a relief. At least he’s got a few 
more years to think up a really mag¬ 
nificent moniker before- trying his 
luck again. 

After all, name changing has a long 
and honorable tradition to sustain in 
Africa. The actions of Zaire's—sorry, 
the Democratic Republic of Con¬ 
go’s—new leader, Laurent K ab il a, are 
onlv the latest example of such a trend 
which ranges from the modest (Tan¬ 
ganyika to Tanzania) to the spectacu¬ 
lar (Northern Rhodesia to Zambia). 
Actually, Kabila's choice is intriguing 
in that it represents a sort of post¬ 
modernist name-change. He has 
dumped the Africanist “Zaire 77 adopt¬ 


ed by President Mobutu Sese Seko on 
seizing power after independence in 
1960, and has resurrected die coun¬ 
try's colonial name of Congo that was 
originally bestowed on it by its Bel¬ 
gian overlords. 

Potentially, this presents a few 
problems for this “reborn” nation. 
The first being the little matter of 
confusion; the country’s neighbor 
also called Congo. This was solved, 
ingeniously, by adding a “Democra¬ 
tic Republic of" to the new name. 
Unfortunately, “Democratic Re¬ 
publics” do not have a great histori¬ 
cal track record. Just look at some 
examples. 

The German Democratic Repub¬ 
lic, a.k.a. the old East Germany, con¬ 
centrated power and decision mak¬ 
ing in the hands of Erich Honecker, 
and his litde band of geriatric Com¬ 
munists, enforced by the Stasi, the 
East German secret police. In the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
(North) Korea, which has yet to suf¬ 
fer the fate of Honecker’s old stamp- 
ing ground, elections are indeed held 
every' four years. But there’s a little 
hitch—candidates picked by the 
Supreme People’s Assembly may not 
be opposed. 

In Africa, the Somali Democratic 
Republic lasted two years after its de¬ 
mocratically elected leader was assas¬ 
sinated in 1969, plunging the country 
into the chaos and bloodshed which 
continues today. 

Ah well, Kabila’s choice stands out 
all the more because other African 
leaders have often made distinctly po¬ 
litical choices in their efforts to shed 
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Continued from page 1 

the colonial label. Take the old French 
colony of Upper Volta, for instance. 
Like the old Congo (alias Zaire, alias 
the Democratic Republic of Congo), 
Upper Volta became independent in 
1960. It subsequently changed its 
name, opting for die lyrical tide Burk¬ 
ina Faso, “the land of tall men.'’When, 
in April 19S0. Rhodesia finally be¬ 
came a democratic, independent state, 
its news, black government chose die 
name Zimbabwe—taken from the 
name of the ancient stone ruins in die 
south-east of the country—to symbol¬ 
ize its African heritage. 

One African state that has firmly 
resisted the rechristening urge, how¬ 
ever, is South Africa. It's a shame re¬ 
ally. given that its name is accurate, in¬ 
nocuous (no implied honoring of a 
foreign colonizer, unlike Rhodesia), 
but pretty boring. On the other hand, 
these settlers were busy, busy people; 
enslaving locals and seizing land does¬ 
n't leave a man much time for namby- 
pamby naming workshops. 

As it is, South Africa’s white mi¬ 
nority mutter mutinously about hav¬ 
ing to twist their tongues around new 
province names such as Gauteng, in¬ 
stead of Pretoria-Witwatersrand- 
Vereeniging, and Mpumalanga, or 
“where the sun rises,” for the Eastern 
Transvaal. 

And South Africa must be one of 
the only places on earth where the 
new political masters still tolerate the 
names of their old enemies on roads 
all around diem. You can still drive 
down numerous Verwoerd, D.F. 
Malan or j.C. Strydom Roads (all 
three politicians played key roles in 
setting up and running apartheid). 
Imagine turning into Rudolf Hess 
Strasse in Berlin, or scheduling your 
surgery at the Pol Pot outpatient clin¬ 
ic in Cambodia. 

True, there has been some renam¬ 
ing in South Africa, mostly of hospi¬ 
tals. Perhaps the government feels 


that while the names of the perpetra¬ 
tors of apartheid are tolerable on a 
dirty, lethal stretch of freeway, they jar 
a little in a place of caring. 

There was a lot of squawking from 
both South African rightists and as¬ 
sorted opposition parties when, in 
April this year, the government re¬ 
named some 19 hospitals and odier 
institutions around Johannesburg and 
Pretoria. Soweto's Baragwanath hos¬ 
pital—the biggest in die world and 
named originally after a philanthropist 
from Cornwall in Britain—was re¬ 
named the Chris Hani Baragwanath 
Hospital, in memory of die ANC's 
murdered military hero. 

But the most controversial move 
was the renaming of the HF Verwoerd 
hospital in the symbolic heart of 
Afrikaanerdom. Pretoria. A Jitde band 
of extreme right-wing Afrikaaners 
staged a demonstration as workers 
demolished a bust of the good doctor 
in the hospital grounds, declaiming 
that Verwoerd had led the country 
into “a golden era, but Manclela is 
putting Soudi Africa onto a rubbish 
dump.” They were, however, out¬ 
numbered by dancing, chanting 
workers and patieuts, many happily 
wheeling their intravenous drips 
around with them. 

For the hospital, which has 
changed names for reasons of politi¬ 
cal expediency three times in its 70 
years of existence, it was a case of 
deja-vu. 

“Ai!” said one black hospital work¬ 
er interviewed on state television, “I 
remember the last time this hap¬ 
pened. 1 think it’s a good idea, but it 
makes a helluva lot of work redoing all 
the names on die laundry/’ 

I'll bet the United Nations and in¬ 
ternational map-makers are thinking 
the same tiling—on a slightly larger 
scale—about Kabila’s bright new 
idea.(Q> 

Fiona Leney is a Johannesburg- 
based WRITER SPECIALIZING IN- 
SOCIAL ISSUES. 


‘More British than Britain* 


In the Caribbean, pre¬ 
colonial signs lead to a 
multicultural society 


By Rendon Eversley 

S tarting with Jamaica, a dozen is¬ 
lands diat were part of the British 
Empire have made a peaceful 
transition from colonial 
status to independence 
since 1962. But the ifinj 
change in their political status BmII 
has not been accompanied by 
the fervor for name-changing that has 
characterized much of the post-colonial 
world. 

At independence. I Oof die 12 coun¬ 
tries chose to retain their colonial 
names. Guyana and Belize were the ex¬ 
ceptions, but for practical reasons— 
Guyana's colonial name was British 
Guiana and Belize’s British Honduras. 
Retaining either name would have sym¬ 
bolically undermined die independent 
status of both countries. 

Acceptance of the colonial legacy— 
and its nomenclature—in the 
Caribbean is particularly evident in the 
names of roads, villages, and public 
buildings used at the community level. 
Perhaps die best example is Barbados, 
a country once described as “more 
British than Britain.” 

Unlike most of the neighboring is¬ 
lands, Britain was die sole European 
colonizer of Barbados. Scotland Dis¬ 
trict. Wordiing, Hastings. Trafalgar 
Square. Dover, Brighton, and White¬ 
hall are among places whose colonial 
names remain intact, despite 30 years 
of independence. The same applies to 
streets and highways bearing the names 
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of Prince W illiam Henry, King Edward, nial exp< 
Queen Mary, Prince of Wales, King As hi 
William and Princess Alice. indepen 

Barbados 9 main hospital is named at- apprecti 
ter Queen Elizabeth II, who re- what is t 
mains the country’s consdtu- reflected 
ijjWff tioual head of state. There is Afoo-ba* 
m Queen’s Park, a major outdoor pedally 

facility and cultural center decades 
named after Queen Victoria, and King a growii 
George V Memorial Park, in the south of nam 
eastern parish of St. Philip. roads a 

Historian Robert Morris, author of building 
a forthcoming book on Barbadian personal 
names, says the retention of colonial Thei 
names is as much a reflection of the temadoj 
conservati ve character of Barba d os as it example 
is a symbolic acceptance ofBridsh colo- the nam 
nialism as part of the island’s history. Sir Gra 
“People are not generally bothered ley Adai 
because, after all, what is the impact of the firs 
a name change,” he says. “Indeed, premier, 
many Barbadians will tell you British The new 
colonialism was not all bad and that it 
actually brought benefits to the is- . A 
land." * 

Barbados today enjoys the 
highest quality of life among develop- ^ 

mg countries, according to the United —gg Wm 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). This conclusion was 
reached using the human devel- Jm j||j M‘.m 
opraent index (HDI), de- 
vised by UNDP as an aitema- 
rive to per capita GDP, the 
traditional yardstick for measuring a National 
country’s standard of living. after Sir 

Carl Jackson, a retired diplomat, of- pioneer \ 
fere another explanation for the gener- Barbado 
al acceptance of die colonial legacy in fished. 
Barbados. It is because, unlike Africa Nows 

which had a history of independence calls froi 
before colonialism, Barbados and the dians fo: 
other Caribbean countries did not have symbols 
such a background. “Barbados has al- date for i 
ways been a colony/’Jackson says. “We of Lord 
have always accepted our British lega- stood in 
cy for the simple reason we have nodi- ment Bu 
mg to change it to based on a pre-colo- Nelson, 


nial experience.” 

As has happened in other islands, 
independence has nurtured a greater 
appreciation among Barbadians of 
what is their own. This new attitude is 
reflected in an explosion of indigenous 
Afro-based culture, es¬ 
pecially in the last two . 

decades, as well as 

a growing trend taaajT 

of naming new ^33®! 

roads and public 
buildings after local 

The island’s lone in- jLl 
teraadonal airport, for 
example, bears 


National Insurance building is named 
after Sir Frank Walcott, a. trade union 
pioneer who played a key role in getting 
Barbados’ social security system estab¬ 
lished. 

Nowadays, there are occasional 
calls from nationalist-minded Barba¬ 
dians for the removal of high-profile 
symbols of colonialism. One candi¬ 
date for the wrecking ball is the statue 
of Lord Horatio Nelson which has 
stood in Trafalgar Square near Parlia¬ 
ment Buildings for nearly 200 years— 
Nelson, reportedly, didn’t care too 


much about Barbados- • . . 

In the early 1970s, a Barbadian 
member of parfiamem Sfi**** 

ment to change-the name offrte rural 

village in which he .lived; He repprtedr . 
fo was uncomfortable giving'the nam F - 
“Penny Hole” as his place of abode 
when he checked mto.a British hpspi- 
taL He came up with ^GcmsMricfc*’ as a . 
- more fitting replacement. 

Despite the name change, the ridm-i, 
m iinity continues to be “Penny Hole, 
for the villagers and just abbut.eyeiy- 
body else. The new 1 name riearfr pre¬ 
sented an image with which they could ; . 
not identify. Since then, there has been - 
no other attempts to chants vflli^e ; 

ds, names. ~ zA -~ ’ 

ter Colonial names also, dot the tana- 
of scape of other independent Caribbean 
■ is countries, but on a smaller scale.. In. 
,us Dominica, which along with Guyana . 
and Trinidad Sc ,Tobago opted for.re-, 
publican status after; independence, the. 
twain hospital carries the name of 
Britain’s Princess Margaret. Jh-the . 
By north of the island is the . town of 
Sjp Portsmouth, which the British had in~ 
Jgfi tended to be the capital but 

jHII,, .later shelved the plan. There- 

is also Prince Ruperi’ii Bay 

The names ofmostplacesin 
f Dominica reflect the influ- 

I ence of France, whichwas 

uhT* involved in a fierce rivalry 

ji W with Britain for control of the is- 

F, land. For example, there is 

Roseau, the capital, and 
Marigot, Mahaut, Soufiiere, 
La Plaine and Petit Savanne. 
^ ( St Lucia and 
Grenada share a simi- 
lar legacy as Dominica. 

In Trinidad and Toba- 
go, where there is a French 
legacy as well,many names re- 
jP** 1 ' 1 fleet a strong Spanish uifhi- 

jAltAi- ence. Port of Spain is the 
^ . name of the capital and 

the second city in the south is 
ed called San Fernando. There are com- 
on m unities with names like San Juan, 
ng Sangre Grande, and Diego Martin, 
b- Social commentators say acceptance 

of these colonial features from country 
tal to country,"suggest a consensus among 
•a- Caribbean^people thattheirs is a multi- 
ile cultural society. For the foreseeable fu- 
ii- ture, therefore, you can safely say the' 
ue survival of many colonial-era reminders 
as is assured.® 


Reudon Eversley is a Barbados- 
based COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT. 
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Programs on JTV 
from 17 - 23 August 


Amman cinema* 


1 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

The Lost World (Jurassic Park) 
Philadelphia U (Tel: 634149): 

Liar Liar 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Devil 9 s Own / The English Patient 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Batman & Robin 

Concord H (Tel: 677420): 

Dumb & Dumber 


j ENQLISHPROGRAMS 

- SATURDAY 

ZHM)—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
230—Wishbone 
3.•00—Blue Heelers 
of Geo 

4;00-—Ihe Vally Between 
.436—TUt 

5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Neighbors 
8;00^-Tles that Bind 
830—Prism 
.. A10—Time Trax 
. lOiOO—News at Ten 

1030—Feature FQm 
KtOO—EDen 

SUNDAY 

L 2:00—Holy Koran 
? 2:10—Cartoon 

3ri)0—Energy Express 
4:00—American Chart Show 

(•(HMPhaicfa Pmg rfliTK 

7:0(1—News in French 
730—-News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

830 s —National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 
10:(X>—News at Ten 
1030—One West Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
.3:10—Cartoon 
3:00—Gillette Sports Special 
330—Deep Water Have 
, 4:00—- Animal Show 

P 4:30—Ocean Girl 
5:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
730—News H eadlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Murphy Brown 
8:30—Babylon 5 
9:10—Highlander 



Homicide—Life on the Street, Monday at 11:15 pm 

10:00—News at Ten 2:10-Cartoons 

1030—Emergency Room(ej) 3:0(F-GtobaJ Gardnei 
11:15—Homicide 33A—R.'mW 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—French Programmes 
3:00—Square Show 
3:30—Dog House 
. 430—The Album Show 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 
830—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—West Beach 
11:15—Mini Series 

WEDNESDAY 

2ri)0—Holy Koran 


2:10—Cartoons 
3:00-:-GIobaJ Gardner 
330—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 
430—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Soldier’s Diary 
830—Oprah Winfrey Show 
9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoons 
3:00—Aroeric’s Funniest 
People 

330—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—French Programs 


7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
735—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
830—lots and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10—-Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Cartoons 
3KH)—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 
6:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbours 
8:00—The Health Show 
830 — Hawkeye (Drama) 
9:10—Drama Series 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAlS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Qui est qni ? 

530—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Le cntema egyphen 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'auf de Cotomb 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Qni est qni ? 

530—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Foul pas river 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tons 
Ziva 


LUNDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

530—Des chi fires et des 
lettres 

6:00—ThalassS 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine sdentifiqDe 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Qui est qni ? 

530—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Captain Cafl£ 

Emission de varieies 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

530—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Ziva 

JEUDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Divertissement 
Tar a tat a 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Le dessoos des cartes 

VENDREDI 

330—Divertissement 
L’&ole des fans 
5:30—Quai nnmero 1-1/3 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
AUolaterre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


mmmmm mmmm hhd 



—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: There’s a grand 
trine in fire signs, bringing a light- 
heated mood. Perseverance pays. 

Aries (March 21-AprU 19). A 
surprise opens great possibilities- A 
career advance can bring more 
money. Show ‘em you’ve got what it 
takes to do the job. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
Worries about living arrangements 
will fade. Everything will work out 
fine. Bny something yon need for 
your plat*. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
There’s one hassle alter another. Get 
a partner to help. The problem win 
be solved soon, and it's full speed 
ahead. 

Cancer (Jane 22-July 22). There’s 
not enough money to buy presents 
for a loved one. Make your gift 
instead. An unexpected occurrence 
makes the impossible seem doable. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Make 
money from home. Play with your 
sweetheart and/or kids. You'll be a 
lot luckier at games soon. 

Virgo (Ang. 23-Sept. 22). 
Concentrate. Have people over. It'll 
be easier to get the living environ¬ 
ment you want soon. Learn with a 
passion. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). Check 
with friends before baying a big 
item, i -ftararrig win be fun and you’ll 
have a breakthrough. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You'll 
run into hassles, but you’re sharp. 
Waich your wallet Don’t make a 
loan to a flaky co-worker. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Dispel your early morning worries 
by talking with an older person. 
You'll be.back on track soon. Your 
self-esteem increases. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Ask 
a friend to help. Yoa’11 find the 
answer. Scrutinize your worries and 
yen’ll have a breakthrough. Old fears 
will fade. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Follow an older person. Relax with 
friends. An unexpected development 
gives your team a boost Pay atten¬ 
tion to the whispers. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-Match 28). You 
can’t go as far as you’d like, but 
that’s OK. Waich for a career oppor¬ 
tunity and grab it. Your wanderlust 
drives you crazy. Travel with a 

friend. _. _ 

If You’re Having a Birthday 

fids Week: An initial snuggle pro¬ 
duces positive results. Yoo’rc lucky 
.j^rftmAlndda. The truth will be 


revealed. 

©W7.ua—*«**«*- 


Bridge 

Where’s the 12th Trick? 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah HLrsch 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
A A963 
<?A63 
OK74 
+ AQ9 

WEST EAST 

AKJ542 *10 8 7 


5>98 <2752 

OQ8 O J10 9 6 5 

*J873 +104 

SOUTH 

+ Q 

UKQJ104 
O A3 2 
+ K652 

The bidding: 

North East Souths West 

1NT Pass 3V Pass 

3+ Pass 4NT Pass 

5+ Pass GV Pass 


Opening lead: Nine of 
Making six hearts on this deal is 
purely a matter of technique. How 
would you go about it after a trump 
lead? 

Note North's advance cue-bid in 
response to South's jump to three 
hearts. With 17 points almost all in 
prime cards and three-card support. 


North was correct to announce a 
maximum hand in support of hearts. 
South needed no further encourage- 
ment to contract for slam. 

Declarer can count 11 fast tricks. 
One way to establish the 12th is to 
thaw trumps and hope dial dubs split 
evenly, in which case South’s fourth 
club becomes the fulfilling trick. 
That, however, is almost two-to-ooe 
against 

It is better to draw just two rounds 
of trumps and then try to cash three 
rounds Of clubs. If the suit splits, or 
if the player with short clubs also has 
□o more than two trumps, declarer 
can ruff a dub in dummy. But that, 
too, is slightly against the odds — 
the player who is short in dubs rales 
to have the long hump. 

The best line is to find out first if 
trumps are breaking 3-2. If so, 
declarer can come to 12 tricks with 
little or no risk. 

Win the first trick in hand and cash 
another high trump. If both defend¬ 
ers follow, abandon tramps in favor 
of crossing to the ace of spades and 
raffing a spade in hand. Now use the 
ace and queen of dubs as entries to 
ruff two more spades, then get back 
to dummy with foe king of diamonds 
to draw foe last trump with the ace. 
Declarer rakes three tramp tricks, the 
ace of spades, three spade ruffs, two 
diamonds and three clubs — 12 
tricks in all. 



Seiko Fifth Avenue stores introduced a new 
mannequin (Frannie); she’s 6 feet tall, wears a 
size six, and is described as the "ideal woman of 
the’90s.” The average woman is 5-foot 4-inches 
and wears a size 10-12 dress. 


O (997. Tritrae Mafia Services 


Jumble 


Uwcnaihlc tfacw four wards, one 
letter to each square, to form floor 




NARROC 


An sw e r hem: TIC 


WHAT THE WALL- v 
PAPER APPRENTICE 
COULPN'T SEE M 
TO GET. 


Now arrange the carded letters to Iona 
die sur prise an swe r, as suggested by 
the about annum. 


JJH0-DNVH..3HJ. —»3 
0 } mass i.nppioD aannaidoe jadedipM sip nrqy^ iraMstry 

HCGNVB AlTflVdl 3D03H ATTVO :sj»«suv 

C B$7, Titome Metis Scrritxs 


Would You 
Believe... 


lthy hair can stretch 25 per¬ 
cent of its length without 
breaking. 

e • « 

In times of the ancient 
Romans, a temple dedicated 
to the worship of all gods was 
called a pantheon. 

• ■ • 

Georgia was the last Con-1 
federate stale readmitted to 
the Union after the Civil 
War. 

• • • 

Her name was Soeur 
Sourire, but people probably 
knew her better as The 
Singing Nun. 

• » • 

A mating pair of rats can 
produce 15,000 offspring 
within a year. 

■ • ■ 

Ty Cobb got his 4,000th 
hit in the major leagues in 
1927. 

© 1997, Tntme Mcdo Soviets 
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Le petrole irakien exporte vers «des pays amis» 

WUn premier pHrolier est arrive en debut de semaine au port turc de Cqrhan sur laSfd^armde 
pour charger du piirole irakien. D 'auires navires sonl attendus 

Wants devraient fair* halte dans les ports de Ceyhan et au terminal de MhaaJrB^r^udde 
[•Irak, sur le Golfe) poor y charger 30 millions de barils a rant 5n aouf», npreraje Aw erKactod, 
nini'trr tmirien du nfitmle I.'Irak est aulorisi oar I’Onu & exporter, depuis aecemore iSW, au 





Supplement en frangais du Star 


pour acheter des rivres et des medicaments seion t accora «pewut *.««««= 

Le comite des sanctions a approuvi une nouveUe formula de fixation desprix au brut x raiam 
(notre photo) permettant d Bagdad de reprendre ses exportations pour le deuxicme semestre. une 
fois les controls approuvis par I’Onu, l’Irak commencera & exporter effectivement sonorm. 
Vlrak a cependant dictdi la semaine demiire dene pas renouveter ses controls decries 
compagnies japonaises, britanniques et aierlandaises, sans identifier ces firmes nipreciser les 
raisons de sa decision. Selon Amer Rachid, les controls sentient conclus enpnorOi avec tes 
compagnies «des pays amis*. 



Relations israilo-arabes 




Sante 


Netanyahou ne se met pas a table 

Le processus de paix est dans Vimpasse et le pessimisme est 
de rigueur. Les differents acteurs s’achament encore dparler de 
negociations. Mais pour le gouvemement israelien, 
ce mot ne semble qu’une coquille vide. 


La plupart des ob- 

servaieurs sont persuades que 
la paix survivra, qu’aprfes une 
pdriode de d£t£rioration qui 
n’est pas encore acbevde, Ara¬ 
fat et Netanyahou retoumeront 
k la table des negotiations, sur- 
tout pares que ces deux ad ver¬ 
sa! res ne peuvent faire auire- 
ment Si tout espoir de paix 
s'ficroule. I'un risque de padre 
sa vie, !'autre sa carrikre. II 
reste que la reprise de negotia¬ 
tions serieuses parait improba¬ 
ble. 

Le leader du Likoud ne 
cache pas son opposition Si plu- 
sieurs des accords sign 6 s par 
ses pidddeesseurs, que ce soit 
pour des raisons iddologiques, 
des considerations Electorales, 
ou parce que e’est le seul mo- 
yen de maintemr sa coalition. 
Maintenir un serablant de ndgo- 
ciations sans leur permettre 
d'aboutir, c'esl semble-t-il la 
straidgie qu'il a odoptde. 
Chaque fois qu'il est contraint 
d’accepter un compromis ou de 
remplir un engagement il pre¬ 
cipice une crise sur une autre 
question qui d&ourne 
1 'attention des mediateurs. 

Cette politique lui a permis 
pendant un an de respecter ses 
promesses Electorales et de con- 
server le soutien des Etats- 
Unis. Les Amdricains accept eni 
tous les pi&extes invoquds par 
Israel et dvitent ainsi de criti- 
quer leur ailid stratdgique dans 
la rfigion. II y a une semaine, 
Madeleine Albright, le chef de 
la diplomatic amlricaine reco¬ 
rn man dait une «accil£ration» 
des negotiations sur le statut fi¬ 
nal (qui englobent notamment 
la question trfcs controversy de 
Jerusalem). Plusieure analystes 
se sont demand^ si les Etals- 
Unis n'avaient pas accepts ta« 


citement les conditions de Ne¬ 
tanyahou, selon lesquelles il 
faut faire table rase des prin- 
cipes de la conference de Ma¬ 
drid en 1991 et en tamer ensuite 
les discussions sur le stalut fi¬ 
nal. En fait le secretaire d'Etat 
reprend h son compte une pro¬ 
position faite il y a plusieurs 
mo is par Benjamin Netanyahou 
et critiquSe par les Palestiniens. 
Ceux-ci pnSRrent que le gou¬ 
vemement israSlien applique 
d’abord h la lertre les accords 
ddjk conclus sur l'autonomie 
palestinienne. 

CotS jordanien. I'espoir. 
nouni depuis bientdt trois ans, 
que la paix au Proche-Oriem ne 
serait plus qu'une question de 
temps a cSde la place & 
1’inquiStude et la mdfiance. 
Les Jordaniens ont StS horrifiSs 
par ia violence du double atten¬ 
tat-suicide de Jerusalem mais 
beau coup considferent que cet 
acte est le r 6 sultat inevitable de 
la politique du premier min is ire 
israelien. 

Ces bombes ont aussi sustite 


de nomhreuses craintes pour 
I'avenir. Une serie d’exactions 
et de re pr£ sail les conduisant k 
une nouvelle occupation des 
territoires palestiniens -ce que 
Netanyahou a ddjk menace de 
faire- est Tun des sednarii en¬ 
visages dans les couloirs du 
pouvoir jordanien. Dans cette 
hypothkse extreme, le roi se 
trouverait en ported-faux entre 
une opinion publique cxigeant 
une reaction forte vis-i-vis 
dlsrati et les Etais-Unis rdcla- 
mant au contraire du sang¬ 
froid. 

Heureusement cette provi¬ 
sion ne s’est pas rdalisde. du 
moins pas encore. Mais dans 
les Lem to ires occupds, les 
jeunes de plus en plus nom- 
breux, sans espoir d’une vie 
normaie, menacent de devenir 
un jour les volontaires d’autres 
opdrations-suicides. Surtout si 
le processus de paix n’offre 
com me rdsultal que la poursuiie 
de negotiations sans buLB 

All Kassay 


Le diabete mieux connu grace aux 

Pendant un an, les Jordaniens ont regu des informations sur cette terrible 
Dans les pharmacies ou les hopitaux ? Non, dans les mosquees. Unecanq 
sensibilisation au gout de priere, dont les consequences pour Le recul 
de Vaffection sont encore difficiles a evatuer. 





'-rnTfn 





Netanyahou (d droite), inflexible face aux arguments du 
prince Hasson qui lui demandait, tors de sa visite a Jeru¬ 
salem, d’aUeger les sanctions contre les Palestiniens. 


Le nombre de per- 
sonnes atteintes du diabete ne 
cesse d'augmenter. selon une 
dtude dirigde par le docteur 
Kamel Ajlouni. direcieur du 
centre national du diabfete. 
Pour tenter d'enrayer la pro¬ 
gression de la maladie el 
d'informer les Jordaniens sur 
ses dangers, les autoritds sc 
sont toumdes vers la religion. 

Le diabtie est une maladie 
li 6 e a une mauvaise assimila¬ 
tion des glucides. ce qui se ca- 
ractOrise par la presence d'un 
taux trop filevd de sucre dans le 
sang. Cest une maladie dange- 
reuse qui peut 6 tre fatale sans 
traitement approprie. Une ma¬ 
ladie que Von retrouve partout 
dans le monde quoique son 
taux est plus elevd dans cer¬ 
tains pays comme la Jordanic. 
o L’elude montre. explique le 
docteur Kamel Ajlouni. que. 
24 % de jeunes gens sont dia- 
betiques et que 40% des per- 
sonnes a gees de plus de 40 ans 
souffrenl de cette maladie. Ces 
pourcentages risquent 

d'augmenter si aucune disposi¬ 
tion n’est cnvisagce». InterrogO 
sur les causes de cette maladie. 
le rnOdecin precise que la nour- 
riture est largement responsa- 
ble. •La graisse constitue 
Vessentlel de Vatimenicuion 
jordanienne. Comme ivitJ le 
savez, file eniraine I’obesite ce 
qui accentue les possibility de 
contracter la maladie ». 

Imams en semlnaire 

En raison de Taggravation 
de la situation, les autoritOs ont 
commencO a refi&rhir aux 
moyens de prdvenir la maladie. 


Tout de suite, bien sflr, ils 
ont pens^ & la radio et ft la t£l£- 
vision. Puis lld£e de se servir 
des mosqu£es pour hitter con¬ 
tre le diabdte ne leur a pas paru 
absurde. •Il me sembtail tout A 
fail normal de se toumer vers 
la religion , soutient Hamdi 
Murad, secretaire gfinfiral ad¬ 
joint au ministere des affaires 
religieuses, etam donnd que 
90% de la population jorda¬ 
nienne est musulmane. De plus, 
i’islam aborde tous les aspects 
de la vie humaine et reprisente 
ainsi le meitleur vehicule de 
{‘information». II souligne 
dgalemetit qu'une telle initia¬ 
tive n'est pas extraordinaire 
puisqu'eUe relive du message 
de 1 'islam. 

Le mini 5 tfere s'est done mis k 
preparer une campagne 
d'information avec le centre 
national du diabftte. La Jorda- 
nie titait divisde en trois re¬ 
gions : le nord, le centre et le 
sud. Dans chaque region, les 
imams 6 taient invitds k parti- 
ciper a des sdminaires. 

Aprfes un an, *la campagne 
a pone ses fruits, estime le 
docteur Hamdi Murad, tors des 
visiles que nous avons effec- 
tuees dans diffdrentes commu- 
nautes, nous avons pu nous 
apercevoir que les gens en 
avaient profile. Ils posaient des 
questions sur les differents as¬ 
pects de la maladie et certains 
avaient mime entame des de¬ 
marches pour subir un exomen 
medical ou oiler voir un doc- 
teur». Le medecin pense ce¬ 
pendant qu'il est encore trop idt 
pour (Svaluer les consequences 
de cette campagne sur le recul 
du diabfete : *t/ nous fata plus 



XHemes Joumees mondiales de la jeunesse 

Une centaine de Jordaniens a la rencontre du pape 

Ils sont partis dimanche dernier pour la France , tout excites a l’idee de voir Jean-Paul II. Pendant une 
semaine, ces jeunes croyants seront les representants de la communaute catholique de Jordanie qui compte un 
eveque et 50.000fideles. Ilspr&paraient leur sejour de longue de date et sont prets a confronter leurfoi a 

celle des 140 autres nationalites pr&sentes a Paris. 


Creees par jean-paui 
Il en 1985, les Joum£es mondi¬ 
ales de la jeunesse (JMJ) sont 
c616br6es chaque annde par 
toutes les Eglises cathoKques 
du monde et donnent lieu tous 
les deux ans k un rasserable¬ 
nient nionstre. En 1995, les ca¬ 
librations se dlroulaient k Ma¬ 
ui lie. A l’ 6 poque, un seul Jorda¬ 
nien y avait pris part *Manque 
de moyens», se souvient Maher 
Kandah, Mnfivole et secretaire 
ggnfiral des comiuSs de jeu¬ 
nesse en Jordanie. Dimanche 
dernier aux aurores, e'est un 
groupe de quatre prStres et plus 
de cent jeunes de 18 k 35 ans, 
qui a pris les airs depuis 
fad report de Tel Aviv en 
Isradl. Cela revenait moins 
cher que de panir d’Amman sUr 
un vol de la Royal Jordanian. 
Les catholiques jordaniens en 
ont done profitd. Au bout du 
compte, le sdjour en France, 
tous frais payds, revient seule- 
ment k 3500 francs par per- 
soone. «Bien s&r pour ce prix- 
la. ils ne vont pas dormir a 
I'hdteb, prdcise Khitam Hattar, 
qui s'est occupy de 
('organisation. Qu'iraporte. ils 
oat prdvu le sac de couchage. 
Les jeunes volontaires ont bien 
prdpard leur voyage. Avant de 
partir, chacun a ns$u un tee- 
shirt imprimd du logo des JMJ. 



Rassemblement a ManiUe. Cette annie a Paris t sur Thippodrome de Longchamp, les organisar 
tears attendant plus de 650.000personnes : mieux que pour les Rolling Stones. 


Ils ont dgalemenl emportd dans 
leurs badges des petlts souve¬ 
nirs de Jdrash et de Pdira qu'ils 
ont I'inteotion de distribuer 
dans les mitres communautds. 


Sans oublier bien sflr un livret 
contenant le programme des 
Joumdes, 1'bistoire de France 
avec le ddcoupage des diockses, 
des psaumes et la fameuse let- 


. 250 ymfelrkiDnpiqea am pharabnjqtr&dh dananclue 
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•C'6st le r»atBricr-JmB®nirfaja& 1*^ te&shfrtssdttvtiiirs rtsnr- . 
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tre du Souverain pontife. 

Depuis janvier, its ont en ef- 
fel dtudid avec les prStres 
1 ‘appel que le pape leur lance 
dans cette missive : vivre en 
paix, faire- face au problemes 
de socidtd comme la drogue et 
surtout devenir les future ac¬ 
teurs de I'Eglise catholique. «/i 
s'agit de consrruire une jeu¬ 
nesse chretienne». renchdrit 
Maher Kandah. Quoi de plus 
formateur que de partir k la 
rencontre d'autres jeunes qui 
vivent la foi catholique d’une 
aume manifcre. sprier ensemble 
avec des milliers d’autres per¬ 
sonnes. cela doit itre formida¬ 
ble», s’imagine Zeina, une Sy- 
rienne qui habile en Jordanie 
et dont les deux frkres figds de 
35 et de 28 ans se sont envolds 
pour la France. •Pour Marie, 
ce sera certainement iris enri- 
chissant * de voyager avec 
d'autres jeunes de son dge», re- 





«L’islam aborde tous les aspects de la vie humaine et represente ainsi ^ meflieBr yehi- 
cnle de rinformatioii». Hamdi Murad, secretaire general adjoint au mutistere des etf- 
faires religieuses. 


de temps pour realiser le bien 
que nous avons fait pour la so- 
ciete». 

Une maladie ignore© 

En effeL les rdsultats ne sont 
pas cfirectement visibles dans 
les rues tf Amman. 11 faut dis- 
cuter avec les habitants de la 
capitale pour se rendre compte 
que tous ces efforts n’oni pas 
dtd vains. Qu’ils frdquentent les 
raosqudes ou non, beau coup en 
connaissent aujourtThui davan- 
tage sur le diabkte, ses 
symptSmes et son traitemenL 


Comme cette femme qui main- 
tenant porte ses medicaments 
sur elle oft qu’elle aille, *Je ne 
savais pas qu'une telle maladie 
existait. avoue-t-eUe. Mais je 
remarquais que j'avais tout le 
temps soif, que j'altais souvent 
aux toilettes et que je me sen- 
tais fatiguee au moindre exer- 
cice physique b la maison.- 
Mais I'Ciie d'etre -malade ne 
m’elail jamais venue d I’esprtL 
En fait, j'tti appris que j'itais 
diabetique grhee aux informa¬ 
tions communiqutes dans les 
mosquees, ce qui m’a encoura- 


Portrait 


gee d oiler voir un . me tf e c iq., 

. Celui-ci' nCa,_ alarsf ccmfirrnd ltf ii. 
que j'avais du diabete*. 

Aujourd’hui ■ tes ‘. Jordameos •• ; ■; 
sont aris en garde u vaut - • 

prevenir que ' guirir* dit te^- _ 
proverbe. A fortiori \quand[ Jcsi- 7 . 
traitements sont Trfes chars, 
comnie "en Jordanie;- surtout' -- 
pour "ceiix qui ne.bSrifificient . r 
pas d^rne • asstirgnpe • “ 

cale.B. ' • //; s - / . 

Ranai Kawar-Bagaeen 


marque de son c 6 t£ 
Abiir Nijmeh qui en 
raison de Sou travail n'a 
pu accompagner sa 
jeune soeur. 

Avant de rejoin die 
Paris du 18 au 24 aout, 
les Jordaniens sont au- 
jourdlmi k Lourdes. Ia 
dt 6 des miracles dans 
le sud de la France, un 
des lieux de pklerinage 
frangais les plus fr 6 - 
quentks el les plus po- 
pulaires dans le monde. 
Mais bien sflr, tous ces 
jeunes attendent avec 
impatience de rencon- 
trer le pape : *EUe 6tait 
tout heureuse a VuUe 
de rencontrer Jean- 
Paul //. raconte Bassi- 
ma Odeh k propos de 
sa soeur Rouba. nous 
avons une idie spe¬ 
cials du pape ; pour 
nous, e'est un grand 
homme». 11 se peut De¬ 
pendant qu'au milieu 
de la foule des fidkles 
Rouba, comme la plu¬ 
part de ses camarades, 
n'apergoive Sa Saintetti 
que de trks loin. Seuls les 
jeunes -une ou deux personnes 
par pays- choisis pour partici- 
per a un forum de discussion et 
de preparation des offices, au- 
ront sans doute le privilege de 
lui serrer la main. Maher se rap- 
pelle que pour les JMJ de Den¬ 
ver en 1993, le pape en per¬ 
sonae lui avait donn£ la 
communion et un rosajre qu'il 
garde depuis toujours sur lui. 

Le dernier jour des Joumdes 
mondiales de la jeunesse, ils se¬ 
ront plus de 650.000 jeunes k 
partager leur foi avec le pape 
Jean-Paul II. La edrdmonie sera 
suivie sur l'hippodrome de 
Longchamp d'un gigantesque 
rep as. Le Saint-Pkre pourra ai¬ 
ms s'enorgueiJIir de faire huit 
fois mieux que les Rolling 
Stones.B 

Yannick t-a^ 



L’homme qui illumine le Liban 

Parti de rien, Alain Aza'is est arrive... au Liban. Ce qonceptdur : ; 
eclairagiste incotmu ily a cinq ans lorsqu’il s’est install^dans 
Tam (sud de la France), est aujourd’huiconsidire corrime un 
expert. La cle de son succes: une approche respectueuse des 
lieux a eclairer et des gens qui y vivent et y trayaillent. _.. , 

L'eclalrage 

Alain Azais connait 
bien : il s'en occupe 
depuis 1973. Mais 
Tapprocbe commer- 
tiale des diffdrents 
bureaux d'dtudes 
pour lesquels il a- 
vait travailld ne lui 
dormant pas satis¬ 
faction. il monte 
son propre bureau 
d'dtude en 1992, 
sous la forme d’une 
entre prise indivi- 
duelle. Il n'a pas un 
sou en poche, juste 
ses connaissances 
techniques et sa 
matikre grise. •Mon 
id£e iiah de faire 
mes preuves pen¬ 
dant quelques an¬ 
odes sans de gros 
investissements. Je 
me disais que 
moins j'aumis 
d’aides artificielles, plus man 
approche personnels serait 
perceptible». 

Il bdndficie tout de raflme 

d'un prfit sans iritdrdts 

dInitiatives Tamaise, structure 
dmanant du conseil gdndral de 
son ddpartement qui aide les 
crdaieurs d'enireprise, et de 
I'aide accordde aux chdmeure 
erdateurs d'enireprise, Cela lui 
permet de idunir les 50.000 
francs ndeessaires k touts erda- 
tion d'entreprise et k 1 'achat 
d'un petit matdriel informa- 
tique. 

Une femme comptable 

Pour le reste, il installe son 
bureau chez lui et vit surtout 
d'appui moral: ce n'est pas fa¬ 
cile de passer deux ans k peau- 
finer seul ses projeis sans sa- 
voir s'ils seront acceptds. *bes 
differents organismes d'aide a 
la criation d'entreprise m'ont 
apponS ties relations ainsi 
qu’un soutien adnunistratif, 
mais lorsque j'arrivcds avec 
man petit cartable, les clients 
potentials me regardaient en 
ouvrant de grands yeux ! » Son 
dpouse, qui travail le comme in- 
fmrrifcre et I'aide dans la ges- 
tion de sa socidtd, contribue au 
passage de ce cap ddiicaL Son 
comptable accepts cfapptiquer 


Luminaire & Saida 


des tarifs progressifs en fonc- 
tion des commandes enregis- 
trdes. 

Beyrouth et le Caire 

Alain Azais effectue ses pre¬ 
miers tiravaux dans le Tarn : d- 
clairage de banques, de cabi¬ 
nets mddicaux, de commerces, 
d'usines ensuite. Aprks ces 
quelques realisations, tout 
s'enchalne. EDF lui commande 
un gros chantier ; la conception 
de l'dclairage du musde du 
Louvre, k Paris. 

Ddsormais connu et reconnu, 
souvent consultd comme ex¬ 
pert, I'dclairagiste franchit alors 
les frontikres : Le conseil rd- 
gionai Midi-Pyrdndes I'envoie 
an Liban dans le cadre d'une 
mission de. partenariaL 
*■ L’dclairage du souk de Tripoli 
est presque termini?, celui du 
souk de Saida est en cours. Au 
debut je me suis fondu dans la 
population pour voir ce dont 
les gens qui vivent, travaillent 
et vh'ent dans le souk avaient 
besoin. Nous avons transform? 
une rue entiere en respectant 
les couleurs et les ambiances. 
Il a fallu travailler une nou¬ 
veUe source lumineuse. les 
lampes a sodium blanc. Et 
nous avons mis au point un lu¬ 
minaire de type oriental fabri- 


qui au Liban avec des matin-’ 
aux locaux*. Sur les projeis ini-, 
tiaux se greffent celui dujardin ' J - 
centrai de Tripoli et Tdclairage 
de plusieurs irmneubles- - . 

Alain. Azais, qui investit, : 
beauCoup de temps. dans ces! ^ 
travaux k 1 'dtranger. n'a pas fait - 
fortune, m 2 me s'il.gagrie main- 
tenant bien sa vie et a embau-yJ 
chd une personae. Son chif&e'i r 
d'affaire annuel a augmentd : 
cela lui permet de prendre des ' 
cours d’arabe. Devenu consul-. 
tant aupits de JUNESCO, 4i se 
penche main ten ant sur les pro- 
jets de rdnovation du ^ntre an-_ _ 
cien du Caire.B . ’ T . 

Sylvie Thomas - 
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HfrBy.Toni Incantaiapo 

QUIET, traditional 
^:cfe^,.-- : expensive: Words like these 
. .-mobaMy come to mind when you hear 
:.._4M_name; Jaguar. If you were a car 
back HI the ‘60s end you remem- 
. oer.the E-type coupes and roadsters Lhat 
v '-^'crc-.cbming from Coventry in those 

: ; ^ so “n^ale the word 

Sporty^,with the Jaguar name. 
i-p^Our experience with Jaguars over the 
ifcSHSftV* been con fined to its ‘80s and 
90s vintage sedans and the aged XJS 
-coupe. And, frankly, these cars have 
never done much for us. They have 
: V always seemed oid-fashioned, overpriced 
.•and overrated. 


’s XK8 is a 
it surprise 


So. the XK8 was a surprise—a very 
pleasant one. It’s the nicest Jaguar wc’vc 
ever driven and one of the most solidly 
built convertibles ever. Absolutely drop- 
dead gorgeous, it is aesthetically mod¬ 
ern, yet evokes just enough of Jaguar's 
traditional cues to avoid confusion with 
other makes. It is fast, but without fire¬ 
works; zero to 60 mph happens in 6 7 
seconds, and Pirelli 245/50 ZR17 tires 
keep things from getting hairy while the 
power flows to the pavement. It's a per¬ 
formance car for grownups. 

its ride is comfortable yet firm, thanks 
to a suspension that keeps the body fiat 
in hard starts, hard cornering and hard 
braking without punishing the people 


paying the freight. 

Speed-sensitive steering and four- 
wheel disc brakes also help lo provide a 
feel so nimhle it is hard to believe this 
roadster is pushing 3.900 pounds. 

A nice job aii around. And. yes, very 
expensive. 

Not only is the XKS a departure from 
what wc have become used to from Jag¬ 
uar. but the XK8 is. for Jaguar, a car of 
firsts: It has Jaguar's first V-8, producing 
290 horsepower. The XK8 is Jaguar's 
first new sports car in 21 years, if you 
don t count the XJ220, which was never 
sold in the United States. (The XK8 went 
on sale last October, replacing the XJS.) 

The 32-valve aluminum block engine 



needs premium gas. Our test vehicle's 
engine ran with remarkable smoothness 
and Irccdom from vibration. Its exhaust 
note is pleasant but muted. 


50 Swimsuit selection to be new 
challenge for Miss America contestants 

iy Vida Roberts _ 


• By Vida Roberts tk««. .k , 

MISS AMERICA Paeeam i were those pretty young girls all in a row. Flapi 

C. Horn may be an exrSt h Leonard wearing standardized bathing suits, glamour gowns and lonet 

chritude, but te d«M?Sow E3T3X ^ ^ a leveI p,aying ficId ' Tb® S ame enou 

'The wSSlSmSriSL “? ) 1 Ut . ba f l,ing su,ts ' P lck oul *•* one V oun e woman who had a spark, that He 

™ extra something which separated her from the lineup. sister 

antethongs the state contest- Asking contestants to now get real and find an indi- decat 
^ofLymS^-fech^ EES" SU,tS 0pened U P a v L du ® ] i| y te is confusing the game. Consider the women was i 

, of-Baywatch" They ail wear a uniform one-piece suit ment: 

JE&SZffi ““ urt ,lKir " sp “ e,s IS 

i ..Horn,USSSta bikinis more sugge, _ " Wi " “ “ how r “ hi °" rcaliI > A , 

.-.live of Miss September than Miss America, 
r . had to learn the subtleties of fashion-speak. 

-.^The fashion people informed me lhat a 
bikini could be just about any two-piece 
sint," says Horn. Tm part of the unwashed 
public who sees bikinis as very skimpy, so 
we had to clarify the parameters that would 
, be consistent with good taste" 

A modest bikini is then allowable under 
those guidelines which specify a full or mod¬ 
erate bottom that drops no more than an inch 
below the navel, a full-coverage top with 
front, back or halter straps that measure no 
less than half an inch in width, a bottom with 
sides no less than 2 1/2 inches wide. 

With the infinite number of styling varia¬ 
tions produced by the swimwear industry, 
this seems to be an added challenge to con¬ 
testants who also have to fret about practic¬ 
ing their set pieces, smiles and niceness. 

"We are stressing personal choice and 
individuality," says Horn. “We don’t want 

these girls in outfits they would never wear _ 



In their efforts .jo discance.-.themsejtves - .'. 
from die other Miss Whatever flesh pageants,, the Miss 
America folks are promoting their event as a scholastic 
competition. . : 

That’s fine, they’ve passed out $100 million in schol¬ 
arship money so far. They could: pick the winner based 
on the highest SAT score. They could let the three 
finalists battle it out on a special ^Jeopardy!" show. But 
they cleave to the buns and bosoms segment—in two 
pieces yet r ; • 

Longtime Miss America watchers understand. The 
old-timers don’t want relevance; they want artifice. 

Think back to the heyday of the pageant when it 
pulled in three-quarters of America’s TV viewers. 


on the 13 September.-telecasL A glimpse of a belly but¬ 
ton -isn’t about to excite young viewers who have 
grown up with pulsing states of exposed flesh on MTV. 

“Today we believe in the buttoned-down look, that a 
woman is sexy within and not by virtue of her suit, so 1 
think it's fine that these women can choose to wear 
what they want But I think it’s anachronistic that 
they’re giving so much importance to bathing suits 
when this is supposed to be a scholarship contest.” says 
Anne Cole, the gray eminence of bathing suit design. ‘1 
thought beauty contests went out with spa is” 

Flesh was minimal when the first contest was 
launched on the boardwalk in Atlantic City in 1921. 


Flapper bathing beauties were well covered, including 
longish drawers and stockings. A baggy knee was 
enough to excite the swains. 

However, a browse through old photos shows a con¬ 
sistency in Miss America bathing styles through the 
decades. The skirt-front panel to conceal the crotch area 
was in place from the '30s through the '70s. Bust treat¬ 
ments did reflect changing times and fabrications. Tops 
in the ‘50s had the projectile torpedo bra silhouette 
which then dominated. 

A more natural line evolved as bathing suit and fabric 
technology was improved lo push, pull 
and lilt invisibly. 

A drop in ratings and interest seems to 
coincide with pageant attempts to a more 
natural presentation. High heels were 
eliminated from the haihing suit contest 
in 1984. Nowhere on Earth—except Las 
Vegas maybe—do women wear heels at 
poolside. However, fashion stylists know 
that heels tighten the calf, lengthen the 
leg and have a man-clous effect on a run¬ 
way walk, so sandals have been restored 
lo the swim competition. Besides, many 
Miss America contestants are beauty 
pageant high-hcel veterans with the 
gnarly feet that are best covered. 

As to haihing suits, the Misses have 
their work cut out. They have a month to 
find the perfect suit in the muddle of 
markdnwns. 

"The restrictions rule oul a lot of suits 
that women can buy off the shelf. There 
are so many different treatments,” says 
Roger Yost, vice president in charge of 
uid be Advertising and event marketing for Jant- 
sen. 'The suits in the marketplace arc 
now limited, so I guess we'll be hearing 
from state winners looking for suits that 
are no longer available in their size, it's the end of the 
season and too early for next year's collections” 

Jaime Cox. Miss Maryland, got lucky. "Mainly what 
1 had to choose from was the sale racks. I was in Ocean 
City and found one at Body Double because they're 
open year-rouud and have new things Cuming in all the 
time." she says. "It's a two-piece hot pink, cut fairly 
high on the leg with an underwire top" 

Cox was a competitive swimmer, water polo player 
and has been working out and working at a gym for six 
months. "I have an athletic swimmer's body.” she says. 
They should all be so lucky. ■ 


Inside, the XKS is appointed more like 
a luxury car than a sports car. with gen¬ 
erous amounts of highly polished walnut 
paneling. The upholstery is leather. The 
steering wheel lilts and telescopes via 
power operation, and Lhe front seats are 
power-operated, with a memory system 
for the driver's unit that also controls the 
outside rearview mirrors. 

The five-speed automatic transmis¬ 
sion's selector has the “gears" in a J- 
shape and allows manual shifting if you 
prefer. 

The wide-drive tunnel and the center 
console above it considerably reduce 
elbow room. The low “greenhouse”— 
the windows— add to the somewhat 
closed-in feeling. Call it “cozy" if you 
wish. 

Gauges are clearly readable, with the 
most important ones —speedometer, 
tachometer, fuel and coolant temperature 
indicators — set deeply into the dash in 
front of the driver. Off to the right — 
large enough lo be read easily— are the 
voltage and oil pressure gauges and a 
clock. 

Controls are simple, large and intui¬ 
tive; this is an easy car to get used to and 
to live with day after day. Two minor 
complaints: The cup holders are unsuita¬ 
ble for tall drinks, and if you should, by 
chance, find it necessary to empty the 
ashtray, bring along a crowbar or at least 
a strong knife to get the insert out. 

Trunk room is particularly limited in 
the convertible, though there's enough 
for a couple of weekend suitcases, and. 
as is usually the case in convertibles, 
there is no pass-through from the trunk 
to the rear seating area. There's none in 
the coupe, either, but its trunk is about 
two cubic feet larger. 

The rear seat is very cramped, and its 
back is almost bolt upright— it's not a 
place you should ask your friends to 
spend much time in— not if you want to 
keep them as friends, anyway. 

The XK8 is available in a coupe or a 
convertible. We sampled the latter, with 
a base price of $69,900 and optional 17- 
inch chrome wheels and an all-weather 
package, which, with freight, brought the 
as-tested price to $73,480. Coupes begin 
at $64,900. 

As you’d expect in this price range, 
the convertible top has a glass rear win¬ 
dow and is completely power-operated; 
even the latching and unlatching at the 
header is done electrically. You do. how¬ 
ever. have to install a boot to cover the 
top once it's down. 

The doubled-lined top does such a 
good job of sealing out road noise and is 
sc well gasketed where it meets the 
windshield header and side windows lhat 
it's possible to forget that you're not 


Data on the 
Jaguar XK8 
Convertible 


■ Engine: 4.0-liter V-8,290 
horsepower 

■ Transmission: Five-speed 
automatic, rear-wheel drive 

■ Safety: Dual air bags* 
4-wheel disc brakes with 
anti-lock, pyrotechnic seat belt 
pre-tensioners. 

■ Place of Assembly: 
Coventry, England Weight:-! 
3,867 pounds 

■ Trunk:. 9.5 cubic feet- 

■ Price as Driven: $73,480 
including destination charge 

■ EPA Mileage: 17n>pgcity, 
24 mpg highway 


driving a hardtop. At least, lhat is. until 
you try to change lanes from left to right 
and. as in most convertibles, you find the 
top's upright portion blockinc your 
vision to the right rear. 

Standard equipment includes "auto¬ 
matic stability control."which applies the 
brakes to help prevent skids during cor¬ 
nering. The all-weather package adds 
traction control, which helps the car to 
get moving in slippery conditions. 

Also included in the all-weather pack¬ 
age are headlamp washers and heated 
front and rear seats. 

In all. the XKS seems well worth a 
premium price and serious consideration, 
even if Jaguars have never been your cup 
of tea. Not only is the XKS a better Jag¬ 
uar, but Jaguars in general have 
improved in quality in recent years. So 
have their dealers: Jaguar scored fifth 
out of 38 makes— tying with Cadillac 
and Saturn— in the latest J.D. Power and 
Associates survey of customer 
satisfaction. 

Based on its strong-sales so far. the 
XK8 looks as if it will contribute to the 
revival of a company whose cars might 
not be to everyone's taste, but certainly 
add spice and a lot of class to the auio- 
motive scene. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Services 
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Enjoy The Star Every 
Thursday Morning For Only 

I P JD 20 

annual subscription 

Tel. 652380 - 645380 



-Hut. 

World's No.1 Pizza Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid‘s meal” 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut ” 


The mod pleasurable shopping 
experience . It’s jusi aboui 
cwrxthing you need, ai low prices. 
Amman-Iih Circle Tel: 814129 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 



Hotel Suites 


Comfort 


@ Service! 

4-T-k I 


Location 


Sweifvieh 


ORLANE 


C facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manic tins A- 
padi cures 
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•nubc ; c : y Subbi'y .t. lo n&crs 

Herd Drifik* 

T*'*•v*®’’** ~~~r{T 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 

rrtnm t 



Amman Tei: 607] 93 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 
our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest. - 
imagination ~ 
Tel:314131/2. 
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Computer & IT 
companies !: 

Welcome to The 
Star’s Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what : s hot and 
what’s not in 
Jordan’s IT market. 
Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
StarS'N ETS.com. Jo 
with your news and 


The Internet needs a real estate agent\ fast: 

Pressure on ‘net% 
a recipe for its collapse? 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
I FEEL overwhelmed some¬ 
times when I think of all'the 
things that we have come to 
expea from our computers. 

A few years ago, all I 
needed was a 286 with Word¬ 
Perfect, and a terminal to book 
me to a Unix workstation 
through which I sent e-mail 
and crunched numbers for my 
research. Currently, I use my 
computer to crunch over 
100,000 words - a week, 
retrieve my e-mail, browse the 
Internet, and process images. 

Luckily. Moore's law still 
holds; processors' speeds dou¬ 
ble every 18 months. Unfortu¬ 
nately, Moore's law doesn't 
apply to telecommunications 
technology. A big chunk of 
our computer activity now 
depends on phone lines. 

Before the end of this cen¬ 
tury 90 percent of our com¬ 
puter activity will be trans¬ 
acted through the 
telecommunications system. 
The following is a snapshot of 
what we will be doing with 
computers in the next century: 

1. Video Conferencing 

The technology is already 

here and has been used by 
businesses for many years 
now. The problem is, the tech¬ 
nology has advanced and 
become so cheap. It is already 
in many houses. If you have 
Internet Explorer, then you 
have Net-meeting capabilities. 
Adding to that a desktop video 
camera for about $200, and a 
sound card; you can make 
phone calls to people with 
compatible equipment and see 
achieve visual contact online. 

2. Internet Phone call 

AU you need is a sound card 

and a microphone attached to 
the computer. The result. 


cheap phone calls across the 
Internet to people with com¬ 
patible equipment 

3. Voice Mall 

Dictate e-mail directly to a 
computer and send it as sound 
or as a sound attachment 

4. Data Transmission 

Add to all the above the fact 



that we use our current tele¬ 
communications systems to 
send megabytes of images, 
animations, files, Web pages, 
etc..; even samples of movies 
and music CDs. 

The capability to deal-with 
die above expectations is 
being built into many phones 
in the Western World. The 
reader can imagine the land of 
stress these Terabytes of data 
would put on a system that 
was designed with a 3 minutes 
average length per phone call. 

Technologies to solve the 
congestion problems on phone 
lines are in the works. Still, 
the huge adaptation rate of the 
Internet outgrows advance¬ 
ments in telecommunications 
sciences and gear. This takes 
us to the next topic. 

Almost everybody now 
thinks of e-mail to be one of 
his/her inalienable rights. Few 
people pay for it, and most get 


it through work or through 
academic institution. 

In the gobd old days when I 
was a student, I used the Inter¬ 
net for at least 10 hours a day. 
It was a shock to pay my first 
Internet bill here in Jordan. 
The fact is, Internet users 
never think of the huge costs 
associated with baildmg the 
infrastructure necessary to 
establish connections. 

We also underestimate the 
role governments play in hik¬ 
ing up the costs associated 
with adopting any new tech¬ 
nology. The number of users 
on the Internet is increasing 
geometrically, people have 
come to expect so much of 
their computers and are using 
them in ways unimaginable 
just a couple of years ago. 

Many service providers 
give- unlimited access to the 
Internet for unbelievably low 
prices. 

The result: congestion of the 
phone system. AOL, a big pro¬ 
vider of On-line services in the 
US, has gone off-line twice so 
far this year due to congestion. 
The Internet real estate is 
becoming smaller every day 
and to control it, prices have to 
be high in the initial stages, or 
in the short ran. 

New service providers are 
realizing that facL In countries 
like the US, the telephone 
companies have asked the 
government to prevent the 
unlimited access practice and 
charge for ‘per minute’ of use. 
As infrastructures improve, 
and factors like economies of 
scale and competition kick in 
simultaneously, prices will go 
down. 

Then, for sure, the Internet 
will be the Utopia all of us 
would tike it to be. ■. 

am nil- 

GhneimJ @ go.com.jo 


Jordan Computer Center introduces a very impressive product: 

Internet via satellite, hook up 

to the skies 


INTERNET USERS - all over ‘ 
the world are beginning to feel 
the need for faster, more satis¬ 
factory access times due to the 
more demanding nature of 
Internet content. Multimedia 
li cations on the Internet are 
networks of their 
speed and are resulting, in 
many cases, in less than satis¬ 
factory performance for users. 

. On the other hand, the explo¬ 
sive growth in the number of 
users on the Internet is taking 
op the bandwidth allocated to 
service providers, also resulting 
in slower access rates. 

Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) are having to increase 
their capacity continuously to 
meet growing demand, facing 
the bottlenecks of undeveloped 
telecommunications infrastruc¬ 
tures in many countries or the 
limitations of their own services. 

This is where innovative 
solutions, based on wi de¬ 
bandwidth media can step in a 
viable option needed to provide 
the service level required. 

A company based in Amman; " 
has managed to be among the 
first internationally to provide a 
solution. The Jordan Computer 
Center (JCC) recently intro¬ 
duced its solution called Sky- 
Lynx, which delivers Internet 
via satellite. Utilizing the 
medium of digitally transmitted 
data over satellite channels, 
users can enjoy high access 
ratesr-Tfce- SkyL ynx ~ solution— 
offers digital information that is • 
broadcast at speeds of up to 90 
Kbps, which can be upgraded to. 
2 Mbps. This will greatly 
improve the speed of multime¬ 


dia services for end 
users in the Middle 
East, and it will make it 
possible to download 
huge files in a very 
short lime, for larger 
number of customers at 
a reasonable cost. 

The main principle 
behind Internet via sat¬ 
ellite is simple. There 
is an already installed- 
base of PCs and satel¬ 
lite receiver equipment 
in both homes and 
offices. Users can 
hook up their PCs to a 
satellite receiver, 
through a special hard¬ 
ware card that is part 
of the SkyLynx solu¬ 
tion. Then Internet 
access can be estab¬ 
lished by tuning into 
an audio channel previously 
indentified by your Internet 
Service Provider. Already. JCC 
has reached an agreement with 
Europe Business News (EBN) 
by which users can tune into an 
audio channel carried by EBN 
on Eutelsat to use the service. 

“JCC has worked with pro¬ 
ject partners in the United 
Kingdom to tap into the oppor¬ 
tunities that satellites can play 
in improving Internet services," 
said Mr Hazem Milhem, gen¬ 
eral manager at the Jordan 
Computer Center. Commenting 
on how die service could be 



Mr Hazem MUhcm, (JCC) 


Internet via satellite as an added 
service to their clients. After all, 
all that is needed to receive the 
service is a PC equipped with a 
receiver card, hooted up to a 
normal satellite dish receiver.” 

The SkyLynx solution is an 
ideal technical and economic 
solution for multimedia ser¬ 
vices, that require high speed 
access, transmission of graphics - 
and image-oriented files, multi¬ 
casting and information broad- ■' 
casting. The SkyLynx solution 
will serve demanding users 
such as banks, large corpora¬ 
tions, educati onal institutions 
supplied- to - the- end user, -Mr-and others. wbp_need fast, effi- 


Milhem said that, “Our solution 
does not by-pass any infrastruc¬ 
ture or regulatory body. We are 
currently talking to Internet Ser¬ 
vice Providers to introduce 


dent access to information. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact JCC at telephone 962-6- 
679616, fax 962-6-606900 or 
email jcc@goxom.jo. ■ 


Flans for Windows 98 
& Windows 95 update 

• Microsoft is planning to pro¬ 
vide Windows 98 with Internet 
Explorer’s latest version fully 
integrated into this new operat¬ 
ing system. Explorer has 
already been downloadd by mil¬ 
lions of users worldwide and is 
undergoing constant develop¬ 
ment, as part of Microsoft's 
effort to muscle Netscaper out 
of the browser market For now, 
Microsoft is so6n announcing 
an upgrade to Windows 95 at 
the beginning of next year. 

Chip manufacturers race 
to expand 

r 

• The microchip race is on v 
among the leading manufactur¬ 
ers, Intel and Natiohal Semicon¬ 
ductors; both’ of 5 whom are 
expanding operations with buy¬ 
outs and alliances. Intel 


News update 


announced recently, that it is 
buying Chips & Technologies 
Inc. for $420 million. The 
acquisition aims to strengthen 
Intel’s production of chips that 
provide 3-D graphics and video 
capabilities for PCs. 

National Semiconductor, 


bought Cyrix, the arch rival of 
Intel, for a value of around 
$550 million. The idea is to tap 
into the computer chip market, 
which is expanding, sighting 
growth in sectors where com¬ 
puter-based technologies will be 
utilized for daily life uses. 
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Jordan’s Internet war 
begins 

ITS OFFICIAL: The Internet Service Provider (ISP) war in 
Jordan is now on! 

No sooner had Index, the new and so far second. 15P 
announced its competitive rates, than Global One/Sprint Jor¬ 
dan answered back with a massive 
development over the previous sums 
we all bad.to pay for an hour on the 
Internet about a month ago— that 
was, not counting extra hours, of 
course. 

Global One is now offering 
unlimited access, off peak hours (11 
pm to 7 am)! That means that you 
can surftiie Internet for free, every 
night until the early hours of the 
morning. Completely free. What's 
more, you can just be a 10 hour per '' ■_«. ' T • 

month subscriber and get that! Kick back & 

■ Who would have believed it Internet prices fall . 
Thank God for competition. 

Actually, to tell the truth. Global One has always wanted to 
offer free benefits and the company has been very dedicated 
to delivering a quality service. But, even as sources at Global 
One admit, competition is good for everyone. 

Index sparked a price war by announcing that 10 hours o! 
connectivity on the Interned: was offered for only JD 10. That 
is JD 1,666 Fils an hour. Even more pleasing is the Index rate 
pa 50 Hours, which is simply JD 1 an hour. Well, it's good to., 
know that the day has come when an hour on the Internet ii 
Jordan, costs as little as JD 1. If you're a demanding user, y - 
you've got some JD 75 to spare every month, then you carpet 
a magnificent 100 hours a month on the Internet for os lipfe 05 
750 Fils an hourl 

Better still, imagine the perfect situation of accessing the 
Internet for as long as you want everyday of the month, all the 
way up to 24 horns if necessary! Well, for an advance pay¬ 
ment of JD 100 a month, you can .do tfut too. 

You know, come to think of it, who needs a leased line that 
costs thousands of dinars a month, to get several employees 
on line at all tiroes! Why not just get five, six or 10 subscrip¬ 
tions for unlimited access at JD 100 a piece! 

Well, Global One has matched that by offering unlimited 
access too. 24 hours a day for only JD 115. Also, considering 
that you get unlimited access for 8 off-peak hours, the aver¬ 
ages of JD 1,220 Fils for a 45 hour plan or JD 1,600 Filsfbra 
20 Hour plan offered by Global One, seem appealing, ^spe¬ 
cially if you’re a ‘night/early morning user* 2 
Just imagine! In a perfect Interna world, us Jordanians 
could get an hour on the Interna for underjJD |, with unlim¬ 
ited access in off peak hours! Now, that’s something I can 
work with! it’s the best of both Global One's and Index's 
offers! Is that going to happen soon without a massive 
advance payment to be made by users? Actually, there are still 
two Intenret service providers coming up in a month’s time or 
so, NETS and First Technology Group (FTX3). 

NETS is promising very competitive rates and it claims to / 
have ‘added advantages no one else has’. They are practically 
ready to begin. As for FTG, they are also all set ana ready to 
go, aid should start soon. 

Hie Internet battlefield is set, there are more price wars to 
oomel.l don’t know about you, but it's an exciting time to be 
an Interna user In Jordan. Maybe now, the slogan of interna 
on every PC' could become more of a reality. ■ 
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Rounding up the world of soccer 


By Alex Johnson 


The Americas 

Argentina: The strike that silenced 
Argentine soccer stadiums for two weeks 
ended last week when a judge released six 
players for Deportivo EspanoU who were 
out of contract: and. wanted to leave imme¬ 
diately. The judge had refused to let them 
leave because they were counted as assets 
of the all-but-broke club, meaning they 
couldn't move until all creditors 
had been paid. The deadlock 
was broken when the fed¬ 
eration agreed to put up a 
$2 million guarantee for 
the six players. Play 
resumed last week, and 
by the weekend. River 
Plate wrapped up the cham¬ 
pionship. bearing Velez 
Sarsfield 2-0 at home on goals by Enzo 
Francescoli. Second-place Newell's Old 
Boys was eliminated by a 4-1 loss to 
lightly regarded Ferro Canil Oeste-at 
home, no less. 

United States*. National team coach 
Steve Sampson blasted Major League 
Soccer for scheduling too many games, 
complaining that players are being 
worked beyond their limits and thereby 
jeopardizing his team's chances to qualify 
for next year's World Cup final round. 
"You wait and see," Sampson said of the 
league schedule that routinely forces 
teams to play two games in less than 48 
hours in the middle of summer. They are 



going to pull up with injuries.... You are 
going to see a lower level of play because 
Americans are tired.” Already, the top 
American striker, Eric Wynalda of San 
Jose, has missed several games with an 
injury, and Sampson last week learned 
that Joe-Max Moore of New England is 
done for the year with a 
bad ankle. • 

Europe 

Albania: FIFA said 
it would decide this 
week on a location for 
Albania's home World 
Cup qualifier against 
Northern Ireland on SepL 10. 
Because of the civil war, FIFA had 
ordered Albania to stage all of its borne 
qualifiers in Spain, where it has already 
played Germany and Ukraine, but FIFA 
officials, after visiting Albania, have said 
they may reconsider and allow the North¬ 
ern Ireland game to played in Tirana after 
the league playoffs resumed over the 
weekend. However, the decision is likely 
to go against the Albanians after players 
for Flamurtari walked off the field to 
protest a non-call on what they considered 
a dear penalty against Tirana in the deci¬ 
sive playoff game over the weekend. That 
set off riots around the stadium in VIore, 
which evolved into new anti-government 
violence in which four protesters were 
arrested. 

England: The stadium craze reached a 
new high last week when Manchester 
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City of the First Division said it was con¬ 
sidering ditching famous old Maine Road 
in favor of a new arena being built for the 
2002 Commonwealth Games. After 7 T 
years, Maine Road is still one of the pre¬ 
mier stadiums in England, but Chairman 
Francis Lee said that “If you have the 
opportunity to move to one of the best 
stadiums in Europe, you really have to 
look at it very, very seriously.” The pros¬ 
pect of doing anything constructive must 
be intoxicating for Lee, who has spent the 
last year being rejected by high-profile 
coaches who wont nothing to do with the 
front-office chaos at City. 

France: Paris Saint Germain’s on- 
again, off-again deal with FC Porto for 
Brazilian international midfielder Edmil- 
son is on again, as the dub announced last 
week that it has finalized negotiations to 
acquire him for about S3 million. The deal 
was clinched when PSG agreed to throw 
in Portuguese international defender Dan¬ 
iel Kenedy on top of the money: Kenedy 
returns to Lisbon after having previously 
played for Benfica. 

Georgia: The federation is bickering 
internally over reports that that four 
players had been dropped from the 
national team for their alleged “lack of 
patriotism.” Vice President Nodar Adri- 
adze said last week that Kakhaber Tsltha- 
dadze (Alania Vladikavkaz), Gocha 
Dzhamaranti (Trabzonspor), Mikhail Kav- 
elashvili and Georgy Nemsadze (both 
Grasshopper Zurich) had been removed 
from the squad because they'd made 
excessive financial demands and threw an 
“excessively boozy” party after a 4-1 
World Cup qualifying loss to Poland in 
June. Then, federation President Nodar 
AkhaDcatsi-emerged from his hospital bed 


to deny the order. As for the 

players, They’re-not- 

commenring. 

Greece: The breathtaking 
$4 million that Olympiakos 
sent to Kalamata for 17- 
year-old Ghanaian - Peter 
Oforiquaye paid immediate 
dividends last week as Ofor¬ 
iquaye scored in exhibitions 
against Leicester City and 
Lazio. The fee for Ofori¬ 
quaye, who joined Kalamata 
at age 15, was the second- 
highest ever paid for a teen¬ 
ager, behind only the $7 mil¬ 
lion that Barcelona paid for 
Ronaldo last year, and we all 
know how that investment 
turned out. 

Holland: Telstar of the 
First Division (the Dutch B 
league) last week cut four 
players accused of having 
sex with a 15-year-old girl. 

No criminal charges were 
filed against Benito Coo- 
man, Ray Inge. Dave Kuys- 
ten and Orpheo Nok 
because the girl didn't 
report the incident to police, 
but dub Chairman Jan de 
Wit said that didn’t matter. 

“Our reputation has been 

sullied,” said de Wit, who 

noted that even if the alleged acts were 

consensual, the legal age of consent in 

Holland is 16. 

Italy: Italian referees trotted out their 
annual promise to crack down on violent 
play last week. Without naming him, ref¬ 
eree supervisor Fabio Baidas indicated 
that he was especially concerned about 
attempts to stop lntemazionale's newly 
signed superstar Ronaldo, alluding to 
comments from opposing players that 
Ronaldo should be aware that' Italian 
defenders are “meaner" than those he 
played against in Spain with Barcelona. 
“There are players who will give every¬ 
thing, and they will do anything,” Baidas 
said in reaction to a brutal tackle on 
Ronaldo by Bologna defender Maura 
Bo no mi in a preseason game last week. 
(Bonomi drove his cleats into Ronaldo's 
shin while simultaneously grabbing his 
genitals.) “From the very first minute of 
the match, we've got to use the whistle 
and the book'to moke people understand 
that they've got to kick the ball and.not 
their opponents.” 

Portugal: FC Porto s prain Jorge 
Costa ruptured a ligament In his left knee 
during training last week and will likely 
miss six months. It's the same knee be 
wrecked last year, which kept him out of 
the European Championships . last 
summer. 

Wales: The federation, which has spent 



United Arab Emirates: national team 


much of this year scouting around for a 
new national team coach, threw in the 
towel and extended coach Bobby Gould's 
contract for two years, even though Wales 
has already' been eliminated from the 
World Cup. Sources said Gould, who ran 
into trouble after team members accused 
him of making racist remarks about 
Nathan Blake of Bolton, won over reluc¬ 
tant federation officials by apologizing 
and highlighting the progress he has made 
off the field in strengthening the Welsh 
youth setup. He got a boost when Blake 
changed his mind and rescinded his deci¬ 
sion never to play for Gould a gain. 

Elsewhere 

Australia: FIFA called on the federa¬ 
tion. Soccer Australia, to suspend Sydney 
United, which had sued over - pending 
moves to kick it out of foe first division 
because of crowd violence. Soccer Aus¬ 
tralia Chairman David Hill said several 
weeks ago that if the federation deter¬ 
mined that Sydney United could have pre¬ 
vented the violence that marred a decisive 
playoff game last May, it would likely rel¬ 
egate foe team from the national league. - 
The club responded last week by winning 
a court injunction against such' action; 
FIFA regulations, however, forbid clubs 
from ta k ing disputes to the courts, and 
FIFA urged the-federation to "immedi¬ 
ately suspend” Sydney United and ro tate 


any disciplinary action it “feels approprir 
ate.” “Sydney United must be informed of 
the consequences for notcomplying with 
the statutes and regulations of the Austral 
lia Soccer (sic) and FIFA,” FIFA said in 
an official communique. * 

- Iran: Asian Flayer of the Year Khodai- 
dad Aziri will get his chance to stmt his 
stuff in the big time after Piruzi agreed 
sell him to Cologne of the German Bu 
desliga jn a deal reported to be worth 
more than Si million, a record fee for a 
Iranian player. Iran, emerging from its 
post-revolutionary isolation, surprised 
Asian soccer followers with its thiid-placp 
finish in last year's Asian Cup, thanks 
largely to foe play of Azizi and Ali DaeJ, 
who also found a German stage when he 
signed recently for Armlnia Bielefeld. > 
United Arab Emirates: The national 
team didn’t show up for its exhibition 
against minor-league Bressanone in Bren¬ 
ner. Italy, over foe weekend. The team 
has been training in Europe and set off as 
scheduled for Italy, where border guards - 
refused it entry. It tarns out that UAE 
officials didn’t know you have to have a 
visa to enter Italy, and so they showed utj 
without valid entry papers. The game was 
canceled. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
-News Service 


'f 





> 


































